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1 AUGUSTINUS, Aurelius (354-430). Tam in vetus quam 
in novum testamentum, Commentarij, ex omnibus eiusdem 
Lucubrationibus passim, in ordine utriusque capitum ... Two 
volumes in one folio (330x215 mm). [16] ll., 571; 770 pp. (of 
774; without leaves Nn1 and Nn6 which have been omitted 
at the time of the binding), one leaf of errata. Contemporary 
blindstamped calf over wooden boards, spine on four bands, 
head and foot with leather braided headbands, two clasps of 
which one replaced by a modern replica, pastedowns of vellum, 
the anterior using a vellum leaf of a 15th century manuscript 
of the Psalms. Hinges and foot of spine strengthened, leather 
with superficial cracking, title slightly soiled one corner torn, 
dampstaining to the last thirty leaves, slight soiling to leaves 
SSs6 and TTt1. Basel, J. Herwagen, 1542. chf  600

A fine copy of the first edition of Saint Augustine’s Bible commentaries 
provided by the theologian Johannes Gast who was active as an editor 
and corrector for many prestigious printers in Basel between 1533 and 
his death in 1552. Gast’s important edition of Augustine is already 
cited in Conrad Gesner’s Bibliotheca universalis of 1545 and Conrad 
Lycosthenes’ Elenchus scriptorum omnium of 1551. One of the rolls on 
the binding bears the date 1542.

Provenance: Cancelled owner’s entry dated 1576, frater Anselm of the 
convent of Thienen (Belgium) dated 1782 and canon Wouters, all on 
the title page; Heinrich Arnold Delfs Hauiensis, probably 17th c. entry 
on front endpaper.

References: USTC 626340; VD16 A 4159; Adams, A 2186; BMSTC 
German Books, 55; Burckhardt, Die Schriftstellerische Tätigkeit des 
Johannes Gast, in Basler Zeitschrift für Geschichte und Altertum. 42, 
149, n° 10.
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2 BASEL – NEUJAHRSBLATT, herausgegeben von der 
Gesellschaft zur Beförderung des Guten und Gemeinnützigen. 
Numbers 1-130. 4° (220x180 to 292x227 mm). Earlier volumes 
with engraved or lithographic frontispieces. All in publisher’s 
wrappers, except n° XXVI. Somewhat foxed and toned, some 
wrappers slightly flawed and some backs split. Basel, Wlhelm 
Haas, Felix Schneider, Birkäuser, Helbing & Lichtenhahn etc., 
1821-1952. chf  650

A rare complete run of  the first 130 issues of  this  annual  publication 
edited by the Basel Society for the Good and Charitable Basel 
(Gesellschaft zur Beförderung des Guten und Gemeinnützigen or 
GGG), each dealing with a topic on the history and culture of Basel. The 

first volume contains the 
biography of Isaak Iselin, 
the founder of the GGG. 
With the exception of 
the years 1833/34, which 
were overshadowed by 
the partition of the canton, 
the Neujahrsblatt is ann-
ualy published to this day. 
Among the authors are 
well-known historians 
such as Jacob Burckhardt 
and Rudolf Wackernagel.

3 BEIJING PRINT – Des contes des mille nuits et une 
nuit; Histoire d’Aladdin et de la lampe magique selon le texte 
de J.C. Mardrus. Two volumes. 8° (288x180 mm) With [4] ll. 
and continuous pagination of 87 pp. With arabic headings and 
calligraphies. Original Chinese stitched bindings in original 
green silk folder. Folder slightly discoloured. Beijing, Presses 
du Pei-Tang for Georges Crès, 1914. chf  450

One of the 570 copies (n° 433) printed on “vergé pelure”. Published 
as part of the famous Collection Coréenne by the poet Victor Segalen.
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4 BELLI, Silvio (1510-1580). Libro del misurar con la vista. 
Ne quale s’insegna, senza travagliar con numeri, a misurar 
facillissimamente le distantie, l’altezze, e le profondita con il 
quadrato geometrico, e con altri stromenti ... Si mostra ancora 
una bellisima via di ritrovare la profondita di qualsi voglia mare; 
& un modo industrioso di misurar il circuito di tutta la terra. 
4° (205x140 mm). [4] ll. incl. title, 131, [1] pp., [2] ll. (last 
blank). Titel within woodcut border, 55 large woodcuts within 
text, woodcut head- and tail-pieces and historiated initials, 

large woodcut above colophon. Modern limp vellum to style, 
with straps. Title border slightly trimmed at head and fore-edge. 
Probably washed. Venezia, Giordano Ziletti, 1570 (colophon 
dated 1569). chf  1200

Third edition of this influential treatise on practical geometry with 
instructions on the use of the Measuring Table, or when unavailable, 
substituted by another plane surface such as a soldier’s drum. First 
published in 1565 and subsequently by Giordano Ziletti at Venice 
in 1566 and 1570, before it was issued together with Belli’s treatise 
on proportions as Quattro libri geometrici in 1595. Belli was a 
mathematician and an engineer from Vicenza, and some older sources 
mention him as an outstanding architect along with Palladio, a co-
founder with Belli of Vicenza’s Accademia Olimpica.

References: BAL I, 242; Adams I, 107, 520; Index Aurel. 116.191; 
Riccardi I, 107; Smith, Rara arithmetica, 343.

Castellio’s Bible

5 BIBLIA LATINA – Biblia interprete Sebastiano Castalione. 
Unà cum eiusdem annotoationibus. 2 parts in one volumefolio. 
[4] ll., 1282 col. (recte 1268); [2] ll., 1287 -1743 (recte 1742) pp., 
[25] leaves of index, last leaf blank. Printer’s device on title, 32 
woodcuts in the text and 70 large woodcut initials. Contemporary 
blindstamped pigskin over wooden boards, sides panelled with 
rolls showing Fides/Iusticia/Caritas/Spes and Salvator/David/
Paulus/Johannes, chased bras calsps and catches. Some scuffing 
to head of spine, edges, and corners. One clasp detached but 
preserved. Slight marginal dampstains at the end of the volume, 
else a fine copy. Basel, J. Oporinus, March 1556. chf  3800
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Third expanded and corrected edition of the most original and 
independent Bible version of the 16th century with many contemporary 
manuscript annotations by two protestant theologians.

The editor of this Bible, Sebastien Castellio, is known today as the 
‘inventor of religious tolerance’, at least that’s how Stefan Zweig 
portrayed him in his biography of 1936. He was an outstanding 
humanist. Born in 1515 in the Bugey region, he studied Latin, Greek 
and Hebrew in Lyon. He had left the bosom of the Catholic Church to 
join Calvin in Strasbourg, then followed him to Geneva, where he was 
director of the collège de Rives between 1542 and 1544. Rejected by 
the Calvinists for his often heterodox theses, he was horrified by the 
execution of Michel Servetus ordered by Calvin. For him, ‘to kill a man 
is not to defend a doctrine, it is to kill a man’, a wording that remains 
famous. In his De haereticis an sint persequendi, a pamphlet which 
caused a great stir in the reformed circles of Switzerland, Castellio 
challenged the claim of the Calvinists to arrogate the right to condemn 
someone for heresy.

Castellio’s elegant translation presented the Scriptures in a more 
understandable and pleasing way and did justice to the hitherto 
neglected aspect of the literary work of art. His Latine edition was to 
be faithful and, above all, clear; faithful to the word rather than the 
thought and meaning of the text. Thus, the different characteristics of 
the various books are also reflected in their linguistic style: Castellio 
chose a simple, plain language for the the historical books, a dignified, 
pathetic style for the Prophecies and adopted a more poetic tone in the 
Book of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and especially in the Song 
of Salomon. In most cases he bypassed the fixed terminology of the 
church and replaced it with classical expressions (e.g. ecclesia – res 
publica or angelus – genius). Thereby he attracted the wrath of the 
Calvinists, who called him an ‘instrument chosen by Satan to amuse 
all the fickle and indiscreet spirits’. Critical voices reproached him 
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especially for his ‘drawling’ Latin and the all-too-literal conception of 
the Song of Salomon. Despite harsh critique, his Bible found the favour 
of the readers, proven by numerous editions. His Bible, especially in 
its relevance for Dutch Protestantism, occupies a position not to be 
underestimated. The preface was dedicated to the boy-king of England, 
Edward VI. “Here he boldly insists that the Reformation, wherever it 
spreads, shall champion the principle of free conscience, and shall wage 
its battles with spiritual weapons alone” (Rufus M. Jones, Spiritual 
Reformers in the 16th and 17th Centuries). The beautiful woodcuts 
illustrate exclusively the annotations at the end of the volume.

Provenance: Melchior Fabricius (1551-1626) who according to his 
note on the front pastedown bought it from the widow of Johannes 
Leonhard, a pastor in Holneck. Fabricius was a protestant theologian 
born in Wiesenthal, student in Leipzig and Wittenberg where he took 
his master’s degree in 1568; 1577 pastor in Völkermarkt (Carinthia) 
and 1579 in Vienna, then until 1611 deacon in Nördlingen, where 
he was considered a strict proponent of witch-hunts. The book bears 
manuscript entries on the pastedown, the front endleaves and many 
marginal annotations by both of the former owners. The afore mentioned 
owner’s entry, a German and Latin distichs as well as a Latin quatrain 
on the front endleaf are signed and dated 17th of November 1574 by 
Melchior Fabricius who also provided the bold and calligraphically 
written notes mainly on the bottom of the pages. Leonhard, on the other 
hand, very often underlined the text which he annotated in the margins 
in a smaller but neat hand. Remarkable is the annotation on column 104 
where he states at the beginning of the first chapter of Leviticus that he 
was interrogated on this passage at his exam at Oberburg in 1563.

References: VD16 B 2629; BMSTC German Books, 87; Adams, B 
1052; Darlow & Moule 6137; USTC 616550. 
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6 BOWDICH, Thomas Edward (1790-1824). Mission from 
Cape Coast Castle to Ashantee, with a Statstical Account of that 
Kingdom, and Geographical Notices of other Parts of the Interior 
of Africa. 4° (275x215 mm). VIII, [2], 512 pp. 3 engraved maps 
(one folding), folding facsimile announcement in English and 
Arabic, 7 hand-coloured aquatint plates (2 folding), 2 leaves 
of engraved music. Contemporary speckled calf gilt, rebacked. 
Binding slightly rubbed and bumped at corners. Soiled and 
foxed in places, the large folding plate mounted on canvas and 
with library stamps. London, J. Murray, 1819. chf  1800

First edition. The most famous and best report on the West African 
Ashanti Empire at the height of its power. Bowdich owed the formative 
contact with Africa to his uncle James Hope-Smith, Governor of the 
British settlements in the African Gold Coast (Ghana) from 1817 to 
1822 . He procured the young man a post of secretary to the African 
Company of Merchants. In 1817, on behalf of the British Government, 
Bowdich traveled to Dahomey in a four-man delegation led by the 
Governor of Fort Accra, Frederick James, to enter into a peace and 
trade agreement with Osei Bonsu (1779-1824), charismatic king of the 
Ashanti Empire. This first treaty between the British Empire and an 
African ruler was successfully completed by the young Bowdich after 
the early return of Frederick James to Accra. During the month-long 
stay in Kumasi and the surrounding areas, Bowdich, who enjoyed the 
culture and music of the locals, began to acquire artefacts, which he later 
donated to the British Museum. Immediately after returning to London 
in 1818, the transcript of the travelogue began. For the European public, 
Bowdich’s book opened the view into a hitherto unknown new world, 
portraying extensively the Ashanti capital Kumasi and its environs, as 
well as giving the first description of Gabon and the Ogooué River. 
Bowdich’s account proved to be so popular that within a year it was 

translated into several European languages. – See also illustration on 
the cover.

References: Abbey, Travel in Aquatint, 279; Tooley 95; P. D. Curtin, 
The Image of Africa. British Ideas and Action 1780-1850 (1964), 211 
and 169; Henze I, 330 f.
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7 CAMDEN, William (1551-1623). Britannia: or A choro-
graphical description of Great Britain and Ireland: Together 
with the adjacent islands ... Revised, digested, and published, 
with large additions, by Edmund Gibson. Two volumes folio 
(393x237 mm). Title, [32] lll., 268 col., [1] leaf of intermediate 
title, 696 col.; title, col. 697-1526, [88] leaves of appendix 
and indexes. Titles printed in black and red, frontispiece with 
the portarit of Camden engraved by R. White, 51 double-page 
engraved maps by Robert Morden, 10 engravings in the text 
of which 9 of coins. Contemporary calf. Binding very worn.
London, Knapton, Darby etc., [c. 1730]. chf  3800

The first chorographical survey of the islands of Great Britain and 
Ireland originally appeared in 1586 without any illustration and only 
the sixth edition of 1607 was to contain maps. In 1695 Edmund Gibson 
(1670-1748) gave a revised edition with new county maps designed 
by the cartographer Robert Morden (c. 1650-1703) and engraved by 
John Sturt, which was famed to be, all at once, the best chorography 
of its time and up to the 18th century. Robert Morden’s maps were 
based on the most up-to-date surveys available, although some drew 
on the first such county maps by Christopher Saxton and John Speed. 
The maps, invariably with decorative cartouches, belong to the most 
popular county maps of Great Britain. The present undated edition of 
1730 is a reissue of the 1722 edition published by Awnsham Churchill. 
After his death in spring of 1728, the copyright was bought by a group 
of ten London booksellers. 

Provenance: William Milbourne, Esq. of Lincoln’s Inn, with his 
engraved bookplate and ms. entry dated 1742 on front pastedown.

References: Hodson, County Atlases of the British Isles, I, 170; Brunet 
I, 1511; ESTC N43508.

8 CASIRI, Miguel (1710-1791). Bibliotheca Arabico-
Hispana Escurialensis sive librorum omnium mss. quos Arabicè 
ab auctoribus magnam partem Arabo-Hispanis compositos 
bibliotheca Coenobii Escurialensis complectitur, recensio & 
explanatio ... Two volumes folio (352x236 mm). [8] ll., XXIV, 
544 pp.; [4] ll., 352 pp. and [107] leaves of index. Contemporary 
mottled calf gilt with lettering and numbering labels in red and 
green. Some old restorations to the edges of the binding, else a 
fine copy. Madrid, A. Pérez de Soto, 1760-1770. chf  9000

First edition of a rare key work of Spanish scholarship in the Age of 
Enlightenment and the first book with Arab types printed in Spain: “a 
wonderfully able piece of printing” (D. B. Updike).

RBL 5_2-09-19.indd   9 02.09.2019   10:19:37



The Libanese Maronite Miguel Casiri (Gharcieh al-Ghaziri) was, along 
with Assemani and Echellensis, one of the most important scholars 
in the field of ancient Arabic and Syriac texts. After he had studied 
and lectured at Rome he went to Madrid in 1747/48 where he was 
recommended to King Ferdinand VI to act as a scholar of all things Arab 
and became a member of the Escorial library which contained a very 
large collection of Arabic manuscripts, many dating from the period of 
Islamic dominion in Spain. Patronized by the influential politician Pedro 
Rodríguez de Campomanes and the director of the library Gregorio 
Mayans, Casiri prepared the work for publication with the assistance of 
Manuel Martínez Pingarrón, Juan de Iriarte y Cisneros and the Hebrew 
scholar José Rodríguez de Castro. The Bibliotheca Arabico-Hispana is 
not a mere listing of authors and titles, but contains numerous excerpts 
from Hispano-Muslim authors in the original Arabic, accompanied by 
translations into Latin. The first volume contains mainly Arabic texts 
dealing with grammar, oratory, poetry, philosopy, politics, medicine, 
mathematics and astronomy, and the second with texts on geography 
and history. The reader finds comprehensive material on the history of 
Spain under Muslim rule, a list of Spanish-Arabic poets (vol. I, p. 93-
105), an outline of Mohammedan dynasties in Spain with extracts from 
Ibn al-Abbãr’s Kitab al-Hulla al-siyara’ (vol. II, p. 30-65), contributions 
to the history of savants from Ibn al Hatb’s Al-Ihata fi tarih Garnata 
in Latin translation (vol. II, p. 71-111), further biographies after Ibn 
al-Abbar’s Takmila (vol. II, p. 121-133), Al-Dabbî y and his work 
Bugyat al-Multamis (vol. II, p. 133-140), and the Kitâb as-Sila of Ibn 
Bashkuwal (vol. II, p. 140-150) and first and foremost a summary of the 
history of the Caliphs of Spain, the East, and Africa after the AI-Hilal 
al-Marquma by an anonymous author with long excerpts and notes (vol. 
II, p. 177-246) plus a survey of the history of Granada. An extensive 
index in Latin of over 200 pages is found at the end. 

Commissioned by king Carlos III, to whom the work is dedicated, the 
two volumes were printed at Madrid by Perez de Soto, official printer 
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to the king. “The roman and italic types used for the preface and text 
are remarkably beautiful, and appear to be the text shown by Bordazar 
in his Plantificacion de la imprenta de el rezo sagrado of 1732. The 
Arabic characters accord delightfully in colour with the roman types” 
(D. B. Updike). The reaction to Casiri’s work was enthusiastic and 
opened up the Escorial holdings of Arabic codices to all of Europe 
and as such was a long awaited and most valuable contribution to 
contemporary knowledge about Muslim Spain. Edward Gibbon, who 
draws extensively from Casiri’s work in his Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire, states: “I am happy enough to possess a splendid and 
interesting work, which has only been distributed in presents by the 
court of Madrid: Bibliotheca Arabico-Hispana Escurialensis ... The 
execution of this work does honor to the Spanish press”.

References: Palau 47287; Graesse II, 61; Monroe, Islam and the Arabs 
in Spanish Scholarship (1970), 32 and 14f.; Updike, Printing Types II 
(1927), 71; Michel Breydy, Gharcieh al-Ghaziri, orientaliste libanais 
du XVIIIe siècle (Beirut, 1950); Sánchez, Historia de la bibliografía en 
España (1987), 99f.; Fück, Die arabischen Studien in Europa (1955), 
125f.

9 [CAZOTTE, Jacques, 1719-1792]. Le diable amoureux. 
Nouvelle espagnole. 8° (193x130 mm). [8], 144 pp. With 6 
plates of which 5 in two states engraved by Jean Michel Moreau 
le jeune after Marillier, and a plate of engraved music. Early 
nineteenth century fawn calf gilt. Some wear to the edges, front 
cover detached. Some light toning to the text, faint stain on page 
19. Traces of a removed bookplate on front pastedown. Naples, 
[no printer but Paris, Le Gay], 1772. chf  3500

First edition of a text considered to be a precursor of the Fantasy Novel. 

Inspired by illuminism, this initiatory novel offers a vision of the human 
condition, man’s efforts to freely choose his path between good and 
evil. Cazotte’s satirical masterpiece was much admired as a prototype 
of the fantastic genre by authors such as E. T. A. Hoffmann and Nerval, 
who wrote the preface to the Ganivet edition of 1845.

The deliberatly naive illustrations, innovative in style, are attributed 
to Clément Pierre Marillier (1740-1808) and engraved by Moreau le 
jeune. Five of them are here present in two states: one on thin paper 
with the page numbers and another before letters on heavier paper.

References: Cohen/de Ricci 212-213; Lonchamp 88; Bocher, Moreau 
le jeune, 332-334; Fürstenberg, Das französische Buch, 104; Ders., Das 
Buch als Kunstwerk, 1965, Nr. 67; Sander 306; Hayn-Gotendorf I, 585f.
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10 CONDILLAC, Etienne Bonnot de (1715-1780). Oeuvres, 
revues, corrigées par l’auteur, imprimées sur ses manuscrits 
autographes, et augmentées de La Langue des Calculs. 23 
volumes 8° (204x130 mm). Contemporary mottled calf, sides 
with gilt border and gilt supralibros in the centre, spine gilt 
panelled with two labels of red morocco, all edges gilt. Head 
of some volumes and corners scuffed, somewhat rubbed. Paris, 
Charles Houel, An VI – 1798. chf  2800

First edition of the complete works edited by Guillaume Arnoux 
and Mousnier. Condillac’s works deal essentially with philosophy, 
psychology, economy, and education. He was the main French 
promotor of the British empiricist philosophical tradition, i. e. John 
Locke, Berkeley and David Hume. The last volume contains the first 
issue of the authors last major work (La langue des calculs) in which 
Condillac insisted that the function of language was constitutive in their 

formation. This claim culminated in the view that knowledge itself is a 
well-made language, and that the basic form of a well-made language is 
algebra, which consists of tautological propositions. 

A fine set in a decorative prize binding of the Université Impériale for 
the Concours des Lycées de Paris.

References: Tchemerzine III, 483; Cioranescu 20306; Brunet II, 216.

11 CONDILLAC, Etienne Bonnot de (1715-1780). Traité 
des sensations. 2 volumes. Half-title, VI (icluding title), 345 pp.; 
Half-title and title, 335 pp. Contemporary speckled calf, spine 
gilt with red lettering piece. Corners slightly scuffed. A Londres; 
& se vend à Paris, Chez de Bure l’ainé, 1754. chf  2500

First edition. One of the key works of sensualism and the most 
comprehensive epistemological substantiation of materialism in the 
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18th century. Karl Marx considers Condillac as 
“the immediate disciple and the French interpreter 
of Locke”. Even more than the English philosopher, 
he insists on the role of signs, and therefore of 
language, in the genesis of knowledge. Condillac’s 
teaching was eagerly taken up and defended 
by Diderot, d’Alembert, Holbach and other 
proponents of the Enlightenment. It subsequently 
served as an important philosophical foundation for 
epistemology and became an essential expression 
of the world view of the rising bourgeoisie.

References: Tchemerzine III, 477; Lhermitte 171; 
Garrison/Morton 4968; Volpi 330.

12  CRÉBILLON, Prosper Jolyot de 
(1674-1762). Oeuvres. Two volumes 
8° (248x158 mm). [2] ll., 448 pp.; [2] 
ll., 411 pp. With a portrait of the author 
engraved by Aug. St. Aubin, 9 plates by 
Moreau le jeune engraved by Delvaux, J. 
Boscq, J. B. Simonet, J. B. Ribault. With 
two additional portraits and nine plates by 
Devéria. Contemporary half red morocco 
by Simier, boards covered with red paper, 
spine on raised bands, panels decorated 
with fillets and ornate rolls in gilt and 
blind, entirely untrimmed. Slight wear to 
edges and corners. Some foxing. Paris, A.-
A. Renouard, 1818. chf  800

Extra illustrated copy bound by Simier. Large paper copy printed on 
wove paper with Moreau’s illustrations before letters. It is additionally 
enriched with two portraits by Boscq resp. Devéria and nine plates 
before any letters by Devéria printed on chine appliqué. The illustrations 
are among Moreau’s last productions (cf. Cohen/de Ricci). 

Provenance: A.-R. Courbonne, with his bookplate on front pastedown; 
his sale, 1841, n° 529.

References: Vicaire II, 1067-68; Cohen/de Ricci 264.

13 CRÉBILLON, Claude-Prosper Jolyot de, dit Crébillon 
fils (1707-1777). L’écumoire, histoire japonoise. Two volumes in 
one 12° (132x82 mm). 208; [6], 328 pp. title in black and red and 
two engraved frontispieces. Contemporary calf, back elaborately 
gilt with label. Rebacked, preserving original spine. Londres 
(recte Paris), Aux dépens de la Compagnie, 1735. chf  350

Rare edition of the licentious tale of Tanzaï and Néandarné, adorned with 
an engraved frontispiece repeated in the second volume. In 1734, when 
it was first published, this roman à clef passed for a satire of Cardinal 
de Rohan, the Duchess of Maine and of the Papal bull Unigenitus of 
1713; it earned the author a brief stay at the Vincennes prison and a five 
years long exile.

Provenance: First title with ms. entry of (F?) Bülow and oval stamp 
with monogram AF within the Garter and royal crown on top (most 
probably prince Augustus Frederick, Duke of Sussex, 1773-1843). – 
Franz Pollack-Parnau (1903-1981), bookplate.

References: Gay/Lemonnyer III, 1178-79; vgl. Éluard-Valette 73; 
Pouillon, Dictionnaire des orientalistes de langue française (2008), 
246f.
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14 DARWIN, Charles (1809-1882). Insectivorous Plants. 8° 
(197x130 mm). X, 462 pp. 30 text woodcuts. Publisher’s green 
buckram, spine gilt, untrimmed as issued. Slight rubbing to 
extremities. London, J. Murray, 1875. chf  800

First edition third impression with the errata slip. “These meticulous 
studies form a minor contribution to the evolutionary series by the study 
of the adaptations of such plants to impoverished conditions. Darwin 
was helped by various physiologists and chemists in the experimental 
work, particularly by Professor Edward Frankland of the Royal College 
of Chemistry. His sons helped with the illustrations, George doing 
those for Drosera and Dionaea and Francis those for Aldrovanda and 
Utricularia. He himself was no draughtsman, but text figures 7 and 8 
were cut from his drawings” (Freeman). 

References: Norman 601; Freeman 1217; DSB III, 576.

15 [DESFONTAINES, Pierre François Guyot, 1685-1745]. 
Le nouveau Gulliver, ou voyage de Jean Gulliver, fils du 
capitaine Gulliver. Traduit d’un manuscrit anglois, par Mr. 
l’Abbé de L. D. F. Two volumes 8° (168x100 mm). [32], 262 
pp., [3] ll.; [8], 259 pp. Contemporary red morocco gilt, sides 
with triple fillet borders, crossed batons in the corners and coat 
of arms in centre, spine on raised bands lavishly tooled in gilt, all 
edges gilt. Slightly toned troughout. Paris, (Paulus-du-Mesnil 
for) veuve Clouzier et F. Le Breton, 1730. chf  5800

First edition in a fine contemporary armorial binding.

L’abbé Desfontaines was the first French translator of Swift’s Gulliver 
in 1727. “Le nouveau Gulliver owed little to Swift but exploited its 
success. Influenced by the tradition of imaginary fantastic journeys 
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such as The True History by Lucian of Samosata, and by allegoric 
fictions such Mundus alter et idem by Joseph Hall, only two episodes 
of this work are really utopian. The first, that of Babilary, has some 
of the classical elements of the utopian genre such as the government 
(a wise but authoritarian monarchy) and the description of the capital, 
built on a octagonal plan around a central square adorned with statues 
of famous women and with a specialised academy on each side ... The 
Isle of Letalispons, the second utopia of this book, presents only a few 
rudimentary institutional elements. The legislation on medicine and 
hygiene, which allowed life to be prolonged to 120 at the cost of a rigid 
vegetarian diet whose antecedents were in Cyrano (L’autre monde) and 
in Foigny (La Terre Australe connue), was the only one to be described 
in detail” (J.-M. Racault in Fortunati/Trousson).

Provenance: Germain-Louis Chauvelin, marquis de Grosbois (1685-
1762), with his coat of arms on the binding (OHR 1116). French 
politician, serving as Chancellor and Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs under Louis XV. His library was sold right after his death in 
1762. 

References: Negley 275; Winter 144c; Fortunati/Trousson 466; Hartig/
Soboul 44.

16 DESNOS, Louis Charles (1725-1805). Almanach géogra-
phique ou petit atlas élémentaire composé de cartes générales 
et particulieres des différens empires, royaumes et républiques 
de l’Europe et des autres parties de la terre. 12° (113x68 mm). 
5 engraved ll., incl. title, dedication, and portrait, XVIII [12] pp.,  
and 32 engraved and handcoloured double-page maps and a two-
page engraved index. Contemporary red morocco, triple fillet on 
sides, spine gilt and with lettering piece in green morocco, all 
edges gilt. Paris, L. C. Desnos, [1770]. chf  1800

Charming miniature atlas published by the 
cartographer Louis-Charles Desnos and 
dedicated to Christian VII, King of Denmark 
and Norway. The maps show the two 
hemispheres, the continents including North 
and of South America, France, Switzerland, 
Italy, of Piedmont/Savoy, Kingdom of Naples 
and Sicily, Sardinia, Corsica, Spain, Portugal, 
Great-Britain, North and South Netherlands, 
Germany, Bohemia, Hungary, Prussia, 
Poland, Denmark, Sweden and Norway (3), 
Russia (3), and Turkey.

References: Grand-Carteret 426; Phillips 
I, Nr. 644; DBF X, 1485; Conlon, Le siècle 
des lumières, XVI, 70:805; Dekker, Globes at 
Greenwich, p. 352.
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17 DUPAIN DE MONTESSON, Louis Charles (1715-1790). 
La science des ombres, par rapport au dessein. Ouvrage 
nécessaire à ceux qui veulent dessiner l’architecture civile & 
militaire, ou qui se destinent à la peinture. Two parts in one 
volume 8° (296x126 mm). XVI, 92; intermediary title, III, 95-
168 pp. and 18 engraved folding plates. Contemporary mottled 
calf gilt. Binding worn. Paris, J. Chardon pour Charles-Antoine 
Jombert, 1750. chf  650

First edition. A very popular manual on shadows for the use of civil 
and military architects. The second part (Le dessinateur au Cabinet et à 
l’Armée) deals with military draughtmanship.

References: Conlon VI, 50, 527; Vagnetti EIVb30; Jordan, 962.

18 ERASMUS OF ROTTERDAM, Desiderius (1469-1536). 
[Adagia]. Ex tertia autoris recognitione. Joannes Frobenius 
studiosis. Omnibus S. D. Accipito candide lector Erasmi 
Roterodami, proverbiorum Chiliadas, iam tertium ab ipso non 
æstimandis sudoribus recognitas, & ex probatissimis autoribus 
sic locupletatas, ut cui superioris æditionis summæ, fermè quarta 
pars ab hinc biennium accesserat. Folio (318x215 mm). [26] 
ll., 684 pp., [2] ll. Title in black and red within large woodcut 
border, further woodcut borders on back of title page, leaf 
A2 and repeated on leaf a1, small and large woodcut initials, 
printer’s device at the end. Contemporary blinstamped pigskin 
over wooden boards, two clasps and catches. Some worming 
(heavier at the beginning and the end). Binding slightly rubbed, 
some worming affecting one corner. Basel, Johannes Froben, 
1518 (colophon: November 1517). chf  4800

A profusely annotated copy of the rare third Froben edition respectively 
the second revised by Erasmus himself. “This edition was first finished 
in November 1517 (as stated by the colophon), but then something has 
been added (Allen Ep. 733), and the book was on sale shortly after the 
beginning of March 1518 (Allen Ep. 783). Wolfgang Angst contributed 
to the edition correcting the text for printing (Allen Ep. 575; AK II, Ep. 
590)” (Valentina Sebastiani, Johann Froben, Printer of Basel, Leiden 
2018, n° 84).

The title border with portraits of classical authors and King Solomon 
(His 321) and the three part border on the back page with cherubs on 
bells and candelabra (His 327) by Urs Graf were taken from the 1515 
edition. New, however, is the border with Geniuses by Ambrosius 
Holbein (Basel, Holbein cat. n° 123) used for Erasmus’ address to the 
reader and his dedication to William Mountjoy.
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The volume is covered throughout with annotations, mainly in German 
and by the same hand, probably by a Balthasar Theobald from Zurich, 
who inscribed his name and the date 14th June 1649 on the title page, 
and at the end (leaf Ll 8) a note saying that he finished reading the book 
on the 30th of March 1694!

Provenance: Balthasar Theobald (1649), J. C. Faesi, Johann and 
Caspar Amman (1747), with their ms. entries on the title page. All three 
were members of Zurich families.

References: Adams E-426; BMSTC, German Books 277; Bezzel 73; 
Bibl. Erasmiana, Adagia p. 94ff; USTC 655041; VD16 E1935.

19 ERASMUS OF ROTTERDAM, Desiderius (1469-
1536). [Adagia]. Io. Frobenius studiorum liberalium mystis, 
S. D. Quo saepius hoc opus uobis redit, optimi Iuuenes, hoc 
debet esse gratius. Redit enim subinde, cum emendatius, tum 
locupletius. Qui nouam æditionem emunt, lucrum faciunt, qui 
ueteribus contenti sunt, certe nihil faciunt damni. In hac non 
ita multum accessit paginarum, sed rerum non poenitendum 
auctarium, Valete, & nostræ fauete industriæ. Ex Quarta Autoris 
recognitione. Folio (315x220 mm). [26] ll., 791, [1] pp. Title 
within a large woodcut border, further woodcut borders on back 
of title page and on leaf a1 for the dedication to William Mountjoy, 
two woodcut head-pieces and small and large woodcut initials, 
printer’s device at the end. 18th century half roan. Somewhat 
rubbed and scuffed. Some worming at beginning and end of 
volume, scattered thumbing, else fine. Basel, Johannes Froben, 
1520.  chf  2400

Fourth Basel edition and third amended by Erasmus himself. It contains 
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3443 adages and numbers XXII-XLII (erroneously XXI-XLI) are new. 
The title border with portraits of classical authors and King Solomon 
(His 321) and the border with Geniuses by Ambrosius Holbein (Basel, 
Holbein cat. n° 123) used for Erasmus’ address to the reader and his 
dedication to William Mountjoy are taken from the Basel edition of 
1518. New, however, is the border made up of four pieces on the back 
of the title page; it is by an anonymus artist; the bottom piece shows 
playing children and Froben’s caduceus emblem.

Many pages with interesting philological marginals in ink by a Humanist 
hand. The last leaf with a paraphrased citation – on Cicero, wisdom and 
folly etc. – from Petrus Parvus (perhaps from his Scholia in Gnaphaei 
Acolastum) who is mentioned as the teacher of one Anianus Gregorius 
Gallus; the latter might have been the former owner of the volume.

Provenance: Cancelled owner’s entry on title.

References: VD16 E 1936; USTC 667040; BMSTC, German 
Books 277; Bibl. Erasmiana, Adagia p. 99; Adams E 431; Bezzel 74; 
Sebastiani, Froben 176.

20 ERASMUS OF ROTERDAM – IRENAEUS, bishop 
of Lyon (c. 130-c. 202 ). Opus eruditissimum Divi Irenaei i 
Episcopi Lugdunensis in quinque libros digestum, in quibus 
mire retegit et confutat veterum haereseon impias ac portentosas 
opiniones, ex vetustissimorum codicum collatione quantum 
licuit Des. Erasmi Roterodami opera emendatum. Additus est 
index rerum observatu dignarum. [6] ll., 338 pp., [1] blank, [12] 
ll. of index. With printer’s device on title, repeated on last leaf 
and a few large woodcut initials. Basel, Hieronymus Froben and 
Nicolaus Episcopius, March 1548. – Bound together with:
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HILARIUS, bishop of Poitiers (c. 310 -c. 367). Lucubrationes 
quotquot extant, olim per Des. Erasmum Roterod. haud 
mediocribus sudoribus emendate, nunc denuo vigilantissime 
& ad plura exemplaria per D. Martinum Lypsium collarae & 
recognite. Earum catalogum reperies versa pagina. [12] ll., 75 
pp., [1] blank, [24] ll. of index. With printer’s device on title, 
repeated on last leaf and some small and large woodcut initials. 
Basel, Hieronymus Froben and Nicolaus Episcopius, March 
1550. Folio (338x215 mm). Contemporary blindstamped pigskin 
over wooden boards dated 1559, panelled sides with a border of 
a palmette frieze, inner panel with a larger roll (Salvator, David, 
Isaiah) signed AF and a smaller with virtues (Fides, Charitas, 
Spes) signed VR. Spine and fore-edge lettered in ink (Irenaeus 
– Hilarius), top edge stamped with initials IE. Two clasps and 
catches. Corners of binding slightly scuffed, covering of front 
board split at bottom edge. Title of first work slightly stained and 
with traces of glue and a small hole. Faint dampstain at top edge 
throughout, Faint ink smirch on pp. 270, 276, 280 of first work. 
Else in very good condition.  chf  1800

The works of the early Fathers of the Church, Irenaeus and Hilarius, 
edited by Erasmus. The editio princeps of Irenaeus’ text against Heresies 
(Adversus Haereses), the best surviving description of Gnosticism, was 
given by Erasmus in 1526, this being the fourth Basel edition. Also 
in its fourth Erasmian Basel edition is Hilarius’ Lucubrationes, here 
prepared for the first time by Martin Lipsius (c.1492-1555), a zealous 
assistant of Erasmus in his patristic studies. 

The the rolls on the binding are both ascribed by Haebler to bookbinders 
active in Leipzig or Wittenberg; AF (Haebler I, 110, 1) is identified either 
as Andreas Ficker or Andreas Francke of Leipzig, or Andreas Franckow 

who became master in Wittenberg in 1534, whereas the initials VR 
(Haebler I, 396, 1) are identified with those of the Wittenberg master 
Valentin Reich who died in 1566. 

A very attractive volume with numerous manuscript annotations. 

Provenance: Ericus Simonius, mentioned as pastor & praepositus 
Vadstenenesis (Vadstena in Sweden) in The Philosophical Transactions 
1720, vol II, p. 225, with his ms. name on title and another note 
“Donatum Bibliothecae G. L. ab haeredibus B. M. Simonii Ao 1689 in 
Februaris”. Modern stamp in the upper corner of title.

References: I) Vander Haeghen II, 32; VD16 I 319; USTC 679868. – 
II) Vander Haeghen II, 31; VD16 H 3620; USTC 626451.

21 ERASMUS OF ROTTERDAM – CYPRIANUS, 
Thascius Caecilius, bishop of Carthago (c. 200-258). Opera 
Divi Caecilii Cypriani Episcopi Carthaginensis, ab innumeris 
mendis repurgata, adiectis nonnullis libellis ex vetustissimis 
exemplaribus, quae hactenus non habebantur, ac semotis iis, quae 
falsò videbantur inscripta, unà cum annotatiunculis. Atque haec 
omnia nobis praestitit ingenti labore suo Erasmus Roterodamus, 
vir juuandis optimis studiis natus. Folio (320x200 mm). [12] ll., 
515 pp., [16] ll. of index. Title within woodcut border, another for 
the preface, numerous initials and some headpieces in woodcut, 
printer’s device on last leaf. Contemporary blindstamped pig-
skin Binding somewhat soiled and scuffed, clasps gone. Title 
of Cyprianus somewhat soiled and slightly frayed, some leaves 
stained, small tear to leaf Y5. Basel, Johann Froben, (February 
1520).  chf  2000
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First Erasmian edtion of the writings of the church father Cyprianus 
which have decisively shaped the teaching and tradition of all Western 
Christianity. Martin Luther and John Calvin resorted to Cyprian’s ideas, 
such as the baptism of children (advocated by Cyprian) and the concept 
of viewing faith as the grace of God.

The title border, entitled Imago Vitae Aulicae (image of court life) is 
attributed to Ambrosius Holbein; it has first been used in Froben’s 
Suetonius of 1518 (Hieronymus, Oberrh. Buchill. II, 262/63). The 
border to Erasmus’ preface to Lorenzo Pucci (cf. Contemporaries 
of Erasmus II,123) is built up of four pieces from Froben’s stock of 
woodblocks; the fine bottom piece with two putti holding an empty 
shield is by Urs Graf (His 325d).

Bound together with:

PHILO OF ALEXANDRIA (or Philo Iudaeus; c. 20-c. 50). Centum 
& duae quaestiones, et totidem responsiones morales super Genesim. 
XI pp. Title and printer’s device within woodcut border. [Paris], in 
aedibus Ascensianis (Josse Bade, 1520).

The Hellenistic Jewish philosopher’s short verse-by-verse exposition on 
the Book of Genesis edited by Agostino Giustiniani. – USTC 145191.

EUSEBIUS OF CAESAREA (c. 260-c. 340). De Evangelica praepa-
ratione a Georgio Trapezuntio e greco in latinum traductus ... 65 (of 66) 
ll. last blank missing. Venice, [Bartholomaeus de Zanis], 10 November 
1500. 

An attempt to prove the excellence of Christianity over every pagan 
religion and philosophy by Eusebius, called the Father of Church 
History. – USTC 995894; GW 09445; ISTC ie00123000.

A fine volume with some annotations and underlinings in ink by three 
hands, exclusively in the Cyprianus.
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Provenance: Manuscript owner’s and donation entries of the 
Dominican convent of Eger and the deanery of Litomysl (both in 
Bohemia): the earliest is that of the Dominicans of Eger dated 1630 
(in the colophon of the Cyprian) followed by a lengthy purchase and 
donation note on the front paste-down by Honorius Heller of Eger dated 
1722; on the title and back of title two other entries of the Dominicans 
of Eger, Antonius Wach presbyter in Eger 1792, Josephus Wach priest 
in Eger donating it to Litomysl deanery and finally Franc. Paul, dean in 
Litomysl (19th century). Unidentified modern owner’s stamp on title.

References: USTC 679667; VD16 C 6508; Vander Haeghen II, 23; 
Sebastiani, Froben 158.

22 FERRARI, Giovanni Battista (1584-1655). Nomenclator 
Syriacus [Syrian and Latin]. 4° (240x175 mm). [8] ll., 944 col., 
[152] pp. Contemporary vellum. Some light toning and foxing, 
endleaves a bit danpstained. Roma, S. Paolini, 1622. chf  3800

First edition. Edited by the Jesuit and professor of Hebrew at the 
Collegium Romanum, Giambattista Ferrari, this glossary in collaboration 
with other orientalists. It is only the second such work after Andreas 
Masius’ Syrorum peculium of 1571/72. Soon after publication Ferarri 
was appointed scientific member of the congregation of the cardinals 
charged by the new Pope Urban VIII (1623-1644) with the preparation 
of the translation of the Bible into Arabic. However Ferrari’s lasting 
fame is that of a botanist and as one of the most important precursors 
of pomology.

Provenance: Jacques-Jean-Louis Segond (1810-1885), pastor and 
since 1840 professor of Hebrew in Geneva (ms. ownership entry).

References: Rhodes 336; De Backer/Sommervogel III, 677, Nr. 4; 
ONeill/Dominguez II, 1405; Zaunmüller 372; Ebert 7483.

23 FIELD, George (1777-1854). Chromatography; or, a 
Treatise on Colours and Pigments, and of their Powers in 
Painting, etc. Folio (323x252 mm). XIX, 276 pp. With partly 
coloured frontispiece and a plate with optical instruments, 
both engraved by E. Turrell after George Field. Original moiré 
buckram with gilt title on spine, untrimmed. head and foot, and 
corners slihgtly scuffed, rear joint split. London, (A. J. Valpy for) 
Charles Tilt, 1835. chf  2800

First edition. “George Fields Chromatography, ... a seminal nineteenth-
century text in color theory, helped alter the course of British painting 
aesthetically and practically. Chromatography, in which Field shares his 
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fullest knowledge about available colors, is less important for its theory 
of primaries than for its technological basis and advice. At a time of 
great expansion in the visual arts, painters had become easy prey to 
retail color sellers who did not purvey pigments of superior quality. 
Field, however, was determined to buttress his theories with reliable 
information about light-fast, durable pigments, based on his own 
scientific experiments and manufacturing processes. While he certainly 
wished to sell his own pigments, he also sought to secure a lasting fame 
– through enduring materiality – for Britains art” (Linda M. Shires, On 
Color Theory, 1835: George Fields Chromatography). The subscriber 
list includes John Constable, Edwin Landseer, William Mulready and 
J.M.W. Turner. There were three later editions in 1841, 1869 and 1885, 
and a German translation in1836. 

References: Herbert, Color Bibliography, 17; The Faber Birren 
Collection of Books on Color (Online) L ND1488/F5; Silvestrini/
Fischer, Farbsysteme in Kunst und Wissenschaft (1998), n° 18; Oxford 
DNB XIX, 472.

24 FRENCH CONSTITUTION – La constitution française, 
presentée au Roi par l’Assemblée Nationale, le 3 septembre 
1791, & acceptée par Sa Majesté le 14 du même mois. Paris, 
Title and 41 pp. De l’Imprimerie de Baudoin, Imprimeur de 
l’Assemblée Nationale, 1791. – Bound together with:

TALLEYRAND-PÉRIGORD, Charles Maurice. Rapport sur 
l’instruction publique, fait, au nom du Comité de Constitution. 
123 pp. with 9 letterpress folding tables. Paris, L’Imprimerie 
Nationale, (1791). 8° (205x130 mm). Contemporary red moroc-
co, sides with triple gilt fillet and fleurons in corners, back gilt 
with urns, green lettering piece, all edges gilt.  chf  2400
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A very nice copy of one of the first 
editions of the French Constitution, 
containing as a preamble the Declara-
tion of the Rights of Man and of the 
Citizen as well as the letter to the 
National Assembly by Louis XVI, dated 
13 September 1791 and, printed at the 
end, the oath of the King with which 
the constitution enters into force as of 
14th of September 1791. Promulgated 
two years after the Declaration of the 
Rights of Man and the Citizen and the 
Articles of the Constitution of 1789, 
this is the first written constitution that 
transfers the sovereignty of the King 
to the Nation. The prerogatives of the 
king become the prerogatives of the 
nation which the King exercises in the 
name of the latter. It is based on the 
principles of the sovereignty of the 
Nation and the separation of powers 

(or, more precisely, the balance of power), however based on the 
suffrage of the census and not on universal suffrage. – II) This report has 
a philosophical spirit and an encyclopedic character. This is a novelty 
– that is, both in writing and in thought, a great fertility of views is 
exposed. All this makes this report one of the best works among the 
writings bearing the signature of Talleyrand. Probably issued without 
a title page.

Provenance: I) cf. Monglond II, 89-90 and Martin-Walter IV/2, 4105-
4109. – II) cf. Monglond II, 314 and Martin-Walter 32092.

25 GARZONI, Maurizio (1734-1804). Grammatica e 
vocabolario della lingua kurda. 8° (175x111 mm). 288 pp. with 
large printer’s device on title. Contemporary English panelled 
calf, spine gilt and with label, gilt supralibros of the Writers to 
the Signet on both covers. Spine restored, slightly foxed. Roma, 
nella Stamperia della Sacra Congregazione di Propaganda 
Fide, 1787. chf  2800

First edition of the first printed grammar of the Kurdish language written 
by the Italian Dominican friar Maurizio Garzoni to enable Christian 
missionaries to converse with Kurmanji-speakers. Garzoni had reached 
the city of Mosul in 1762 and lived there until 1787. Together with his 
precursor Domenico Lanza (1718-1782), and his successor Giuseppe 
Campanile (1762-1835), Garzoni greatly contributed to the knowledge 
of that region. “This work is very important in the Kurdish history as it 
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is the first acknowledgement of the originality of the Kurdish language 
on a scientific base. Garzoni was given the title of Father of Kurdology, 
and of The Pioneer Kurdish Grammarian” (Mirella Galetti).

References: ICCU (Online Kat.) 041411; Zaunmüller 232; Brunet II, 
1497; Ebert 8177.

26 GOETHE, Johann Wolfgang von (1749-1832). Die 
Wahlverwandtschaften. Ein Roman. Two volumes in one 8° 
(165x105 mm). Title, 306; 340 pp. Contemporary marbled half 
calf, spine gilt with fillets and urns, green lettering and oval 
orange numbering piece. Edges slightly scuffed. Tübingen, J. G. 
Cotta, 1809. chf  2800

First edition of this great German contribution to world literature. 
Die Wahlverwandtschaften (Elective Affinities) narrates the story of 

Charlotte and Edward, a couple living in a secluded togetherness whose 
marriage breaks apart at the arrival of two other characters. As it were 
a chemical reaction, each of the spouses experience a strong and also 
a reciprocated new affinity: the rational Charlotte to the sensible and 
dynamic Captain Otto; the impulsive and passionate Edward to the 
quietly charming Ottilie. The conflict between passion and reason leads 
to chaos and finally to a tragic end.

Cotta printed the book in 500 copies on printing paper (our copy), 1500 
on writing paper, and twelve author’s copies on vellum paper. 

A fine copy in its first binding.

References: Fischer, Cotta (2003), 704; Hagen 327; Goedeke IV, 3, 
388 (181); Kippenberg I, 384; Speck 2065.

Friederike Brun’s copy

27 GOETHE, Johann Wolfgang von (1749-1832). Neue 
Schriften. Seven volumes 8° (150x100 mm). With an engraved 
genealogical table, title vignette by J. H. Meyer engraved by 
Unger, two angraved plates by J. H. Meyer engraved by M. Haas 
and F. Bolt, and 7 (of 8) plates of music. Contemporary half 
calf gilt with lettering and circular numbering pieces. Somewhat 
rubbed and scuffed, labels chapped. Scattered foxing, heavier 
in title of first volume. Berlin, Johann Friedrich Unger, 1795-
1800.  chf  1600

First edition of the second authorised publishing of Goethe’s works 
containing the first editions of Wilhelm Meisters Lehrjahre, Reineke 
Fuchs and the three poems Erlkönig, Zauberlehrling and Venezianische 
Epigramme. All volumes in first issues, the second containing the 
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leaf with instructions for the bookbinder, vols. 4 and 7 the publisher’s 
advertisements and vol. 5 the leaf of errata.

From the library of the Danish author and salonist, Friederike Brun-
Münter (1765-1835), who met and befriended many leading European 
cultural figures of the day such as Goethe (whom she first met at 
Karlsbad), Friedrich Schiller, August Wilhelm Schlegel, Johann 
Gottfried Herder, Wilhelm Grimm, and Madame de Staël with whom 
she formed a close friendship. One of her poems, Chamounix beym 
Sonnenaufgange (Chamouny at Sunrise ), was the model for Coleridge’s 
Hymn in the Vale of Chamouni.

Provenance: Manuscript inscriptions on front end leafs of: Friederike 
Brun (only in the first volume), Caroline Brandt, dated 1838 (probably 
the German actress and singer), and Emma Kraft. Gilt stamped 
monogram JSL on paste-downs.

References: Goedeke IV, 3,4; Hagen 14; Hirzel A 189; Sammlung 
Kippenberg I, 336; Dorn 9; Meyer 410, 452, 464-66, 500 and 596; 
Unseld, Goethe und seine Verleger, S. 192f.

 28
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28 GRUEL, Léon. Manuel historique et bibliographique de 
l’amateur de reliures. 4°. 186, [2] pp. with text illustrations and 
68 plates in heliogravure or chromolithography. Fawn morocco, 
sides gilt with a large detelle border, doublures of red morocco 
gilt with dentelle border, silk-lined endpapers, original covers 
bound in, top edge gilt, else untrimmed. Plain spine stained, 
some light foxing. Paris, Gruel & Engelmann 1887. chf  300

Number 869 of 700 copies printed on Vélin de Rives paper, of a total 
edition of 1000 copies. A standard reference on historical bookbindings 
in the form of an alphabetical manual, with a general introduction 
(history, formats, etc.), a study on odd and irregular bindings, a 
bibliography and an alphabetical list of names of binders quoted. – A 
second volume appeared in 1905. – The binding superbly gilt by M. 
Duclos ‘doreur d’art’, signed and dated 1905 on front endpaper.

Dupuytren’s copy

29 HALLER, Albrecht von (1708-1777). Bibliotheca 
chirurgica qua scripta ad artem chirurgicam facientia a rerum 
initiis recensentur. Two volumes 4° (244x 200 mm). IV, 593 
pp.; VIII, 695 pp. Contemporary green morocco,border of a 
gilt tendril roll on covers, back on five raised bands gilt with 
red lettering label. Bern, Emanuel Haller and Basel, Johann 
Schweighauser, 1774. chf  4800

First edition of the first comprehensive critical bibliography of surgery. 
The Dupuytren copy in contemporary full morocco.

It was at Leiden – where he had studied under Boerhaave – that 
Haller first began the systematic reading, abstracting, and weighing 
of medical literature which he continued to the end of his life. As his 

other three medical bibliographies, printed between 1771 and 1788, the 
Bibliotheca Chirurgica is arranged into eight groups. Haller was one 
of the intellectual giants of the 18th century and “absorbed everything 
he read ... and seemingly never forgot”. He was primarly concerned 
with saving the beginning students in a field from the laborious task of 
reading and judging everything, as he himself had been forced to do in 
order to discover the important and worthwile writings. Titles of greater 
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importance contain an exhaustive summary and offer a biographical 
sketch of its author. The books contained in his private library Haller 
marked with an asterisk.

This copy belonged to the famous Paris surgeon Guillaume Dupuytren 
(1777-1835), as is revealed by a ms. note on the first endpaper written 
by Dupuytren’s secretary, the physician Mardochée Marx (1798-1865): 
“Ce Haller vient de la bibliothèque de Dupuytren, il a été cédé par son 
neveu Pigné à Mardochée Marx”. Dupuytren’s library was auctioned in 
1866 on behalf of his nephew Jean- Baptiste Pigné-Dupuytren (1806-
1886), who practised as a physician in California in the second half of 
the 19th century.

Provenance: Dupuytren – Pigné – Marx (see comment); Maurice 
Villaret (1877-1946), physician and physiologist, with his bookplate.

References: Steinke et al., Bibliographia Halleriana, 1089; Eimas, 
Heirs of Hippocrates, 891 (“still of considerable reference value ... 
“); Garrison-Morton 5789; Brodman, The Development of Medical 
Bibliography (1954), 71f.; cf. preface by G. Mann in the new edition 
of 1971.

30 HERO OF ALEXANDRIA (fl. c. AD 62). Spiritalium 
liber. 4°. [2], 80 ll. With 88 woodcuts in the text. Contemporary 
limp vellum with penned title on spine. Some light wear to the 
binding, inner hinge and first six leaves loosend in the lower 
part, paste-downs slightly wormed. Urbino, [D. Frisolino], 
1575.  chf  4500

“First edition of Hero’s Pneumatics, translated by Federico Commandino 
as part of his esteemed efforts to make the principal texts of classical 
science available in the Renaissance. The mechanical contrivances 
described are mostly operated by the pressure of the atmosphere ... 

Vernet further suggests that many of the devices: the dioptra, screw-
cutter, odometer, etc., may have been Hero’s own inventions. Although 
many of the devices are toys or parlor-tricks, that was the fashion 
of the day, and Hero’s matter-of-fact treatment clearly indicates that 
his interest was in the way they worked ... Cardwell (DSB VI, 310-
315) notes that Hero of Alexandria had, or at least proposed, a model 
steam engine in the form of a reaction turbine, that would actually 
work” (Roberts & Trent, Bibliotheca Mechanica, p. 161). The book 
was printed by the first typographer in Urbino in the sixteenth century, 
only preceeded by the itinerant printer, Henricus de Colonia, in 1493. 
Frisolino probably began working for Camillo Franceschini in Pesaro. 
In Urbino he printed on the press set up by Federico Commandino in his 
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own home, as attested by the colophon of the 1575 Euclid: ‘In Urbino in 
casa di Federico Commandino’. USTC records only three books issued 
by Frisolino, all in the year 1575: the afore-mentioned Euclid, Marco 
Montano’s Rime and the Spiritalium Liber.

References: Adams H-369; BMSTC, Italian Books 326; Honeyman 
1652 and 1653; Libri rari 133; Waller 11371.

31 HESSE, Hermann (1877-1962). Drei Gedichte aus dem 
Sommer 1929. Three typescript poems, signed in pencil and with 
one original watercolour. The title written in ink and presentation 
on last leaf in pencil Erinnerung an die Stunde in Tübingen 5. 
Nov. 29. Two double leafs (233x185 mm). Tear to one fold, first 
leaf minimally stained.  chf  3800

Early collection of three poems containing Papierlaternen im 
nächtlichen Garten (Mileck V B 48, first published in Corona I, 1931); 
Verfrühter Herbst (Mileck V B 49, first published in the anthology 
Jahreszeiten, Zürich, Gebr. Fretz, 1931); Spätsommer (Mileck V D 
399, first published in Neue Zürcher Zeitung, 10 Sept. 1929). – The 
watercolour shows the Casa Rossa in Montagnola. 

32 HOYM, Carl Heinrich, count of – MARTIN, Gabriel 
(1679-1761). Catalogus librorum bibliothecae illustrissimi viri 
Caroli Henrici comitis de Hoym, olim regis Poloniae Augusti 
II. ... legati extraodrinarii. Digestus & descriptus à Gabriele 
Martin, bibliopola Parisiensi. 8°. [8], XX, 528, 6, [2], [58] pp. 
Contemporary calf, spine on raised bands gilt and with red 
morocco lettring piece, edges red. Binding restored, barely 
foxed. Paris, G. und C. Martin, 1738. chf  1800

A rare copy of this celebrated auction catalogue containing the six-
page supplement with the ‘overlooked books’ (Supplementum ad libros 
praetermissos) and the one page list of the missing books. Priced 
throughout and with some contemporary annotations. The catalogue 
was edited by the famous French bookseller and bibliographer Gabriel 
Martin, who had played a role in forming the collection, for instance in 
buying several important books for Hoym at the du Fay sale in 1725. 
Three years later other notable purchases were made at the sale of the 
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Colbert library. The Hoym library contained no less than five Grolier 
bindings or other bibliophile treasures, and a very large number of the 
books, mainly bound by Boyer, bore Hoym’s coat of arms.

One of the most famous bibliophiles of all time, Charles-Henri Count 
of Hoym (1694-1736), was Minister Plenipotentiary of the Elector of 
Saxony and King of Poland in France from 1720 to 1729. Accused 
of having given to the Sèvres manufacture the secrets of the making 
of Saxon porcelain, he was arrested and imprisoned at the fortress of 
Königstein, where he committed suicide by hanging.

Provenance: Claude-Nicolas Amanton’s copy (1760-1835) with his 
name on the title page and a two-page note on Hoym’s collection in 
red and black ink on the first blank leaf. Amanton was a publicist and 

lawyer, mayor of Auxonne (Côte d’Or), councillor in the prefecture of 
this department and deputy judge at the Dijon Court of First Instance. 

References: Brunet VI, 31464; Bogeng I, 132; Grolier Club 46; Blogie 
II, 3. 

33 KEMPIS, Thomas à (1380-1471). [Imitatio Christi] – De 
imitatione xpi & de contemptu o[mn]ium uanitatum mundi. 
8° (120x90 mm). A8, a-o8; A1, A6 and o8 blank; 25 lines, 
Roman type (Proctor type 3) and guide letters. [118] ll. (of 120 
without the two blanks A1 and O8). 18th century vellum. Faint 
dampstains. Brescia, J. Britannicus, 6 June 1485.   chf  6500

Very rare edition, the seventh in all, of De Imitatione Christi, one of the 
classic texts of Western spirituality and the most widely read Christian 
text after the Bible. Consisting of four parts, the first two formulate 
rules for spiritual life, the third focuses on the Grace of God as the 
source of comfort and fulfillment, and the fourth extols the virtues of 
the Eucharist. 

After its first printing by Guenther Zainer at Augsburg in 1473, six 
further editions appeared within 1483 and 1485 at Venice (2), Louvain 
(2), Lübeck, and Brescia. Among them the latter is “of unusual interest. 
It was published by Jacobus Britannicus (Giacomo Britannico) at 
Brescia, on June 6th, 1485. It begins with the usual table of contents. 
This is followed by a unique prefatory devout address or sermon, and 
the curious statement, which proves that the controversy as to the 
authorship was already acute in the late 15th century: Incipit opus Beati 
Bernardi saluberrimum de imitatione Christi: et contemptu mundi: quod 
Johanni Gerson cancellario Parisiensi attribuitur. This is apparently 
printed from the same manuscript as the Venice edition of the same year” 
(Jean de Montmerency, Thomas à Kempis. His Age and Book (1906), 
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pp. 123f.). The attribution of 
authorship to other writers than 
Thomas à Kempis included the 
Chancellor of the University of 
Paris, Jean Gerson (1363-1429), 
St. Bernard of Clairvaux, and 
even, although less frequently, 
Ludolph of Saxony.

The small town of Brescia in 
Lombardy became one of the 
five printing centers in 15th 
century Italy – together with 
Venice, Florence, Rome and 
Milan – after a first printing 
press was founded there in 

1472 by Tommaso Ferrando. Returning from Venice, where Giacomo 
and Angelo Britannici wer already active in printing, they practically 
monopolised the trade in Brescia as of 1485. Their volumes were 
primarily small and inexpensive using presumably their custom-made 
paper and fifteen different types, including eleven gothic, one roman 
(used in the present volume), two Greek, and even one for music. 
The output consisted mainly in theological and liturgical texts and 
Latin classics but also in four treatises on music theory (of the sixteen 
produced in 15th century Italy).

Provenance: Est S. Bartholomaei de Asta usui D. Bruni Solaro (18th 
century typographical bookplate).

References: HC 9087; Proctor 6978; BMC VII, 974; Walsh 3405; 
Delaveau/Sordet, Imitation de Jésus-Christ, n° 7; De Backer, Imitatio 
Christi, 19; Peddie, 89; Veneziani, Brescia, 90.

34 KIRCHER, Athanasius (1602-1680). Phonurgia nova sive 
conjugium mechanico-pyhsicum artis & naturae paranympha 
phonosophia ... Folio (330x205 mm). [21] ll. (incl. frontispiece 
and portrait ), 229 S., [8] ll. Title with engraved vignette showing 
the convent in Kempten, frontispiece by Felix Cheurier and a 
portrait of Emperor Leopold I by Franz Herman, both engraved 
by Georg Andreas Wolfgang, 2 engraved plates (one folding), 17 
engravings and numerous woodcuts in the text. Contemporary 
vellum, title penned on spine. Binding barely rubbed. Half-
title somewhat soiled, scattered foxing, slight worming at the 
beginning and end of the volume touching the frontispiece and 
the portrait. Kempten, Rudolf Dreher, 1673. chf  12500

“The first book published in Europe devoted entirely to acoustics” 
(Merrill).

“This treatise was written during the dispute with the contemporary 
English engineer Samuel Morland, who claimed responsibility for 
the invention of the tuba stentoro-phonica, a ‘trumpet with a strong 
sound’. This musical instrument aroused great interest among many 
contemporary scientists, due to its incredible sound emission potential. 
Kircher declared that he was the first to have invented it and provided 
the evidence for this claim in his Musurgia Universalis, written twenty 
years previously. In this work he had already described the ‘tuba’. 
Besides, the polemical intention of Kirchers Phonurgia nova [a 
neologism meaning New Method of Sound Production] expresses a wish 
to enrich and widen already existing knowledge in the field of room and 
musical acoustics” (L. Tronchin, Athanasius Kirchers Phonurgia Nova: 
The Marvelous World of Sound during the 17th Century in Acoustics 
Today, January 2009, p. 10).
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The book is the outcome of the tradition of literature on echo, as studied 
by the mathematicians Giuseppe Biancani, Marin Mersenne, and 
Daniello Bartoli, in which the model of optics was applied in acoustics 
to the behavior of sound. Attacking British acoustics traditions, 
Athanasius Kircher argues that the “origin of the Acoustical Art” (p. 111) 
lay in his own earlier experiments with sounding tubes at the Collegio 
Romano in 1649 and sketches the ideology of a Christian baroque 
science of acoustics designed to dominate the world by exploiting 
the “boundless powers of sound” (p. 2). In the first of the two books 
or chapters (Phonosophia nova and Phonosophia anacamptica) the 
author deals with the influence of music on the human being, whereas 
the shorter second part analyses the sound propagation in enclosure. 
Kircher describes correctly the trumpet’s harmonic series, and he has 
a brief note on the mechanism of trombones, but does not explain how 
it serves to produce a chromatic scale. He seems to have been much 
more interested in echos and the projection of sound over distance. He 
offers a section explaining how a chorus of three singers, given the right 
acoustics, can sound like a hundred, and regrets that it has never been 
tried out in St. Peter’s in Rome. Furthermor he explains how two people 
on opposite sides of a mountain can talk to each other and recommends 
the reader to try it out for himself. The volume concludes with a letter 
to Kircher by the Italian mathematician and philosopher Francesco 
Eschinardi (1623-1703).

The Book contains the earliest known complete illustrations of devices 
to convey and amplify sound: the large woodcut on p. 158 shows how 
sound amplification was used in dome shaped construction such as 
council halls; another woodcut on page 160 (Ellipsis otica) is one of 
the oldest illustrations of a hearing aid; the illustration on p. 84 depicts 
the “ears” of the Tyrant Dionysius of Syracuse, used to transfer sound 
from the dungeon up to the room, allowing the keeper to be informed of 
escape plans of the prisoners. 
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This is the only book by Kircher which was printed at Kempten 
(Allgäu, Bavarian Swabia), due to the closure of the shop of Kircher’s 
printer Johann Janszoon for military unrest in Amsterdam and to the 
sollicitation of the convent in Kempten to assign them with the honour 
of printing the book.

Provenance: Augustin Erath von Erathsberg (1648-1719), Bavarian 
theologian and author, with his engraved bookplate as the canon of the 
convent of St. Andree an der Traisen in Austria.

References: Dünnhaupt 2345, 6; Hein, Die Drucker und Verleger 
A. Kirchers, 42; De Backer/Sommervogle IV, 1068, 31; Merril 25; 
Scharlau, A. Kircher als Musikschriftsteller (1969), 52f.

35 KÖNIG, Emanuel (1658-1731). Georgica Helvetica 
Curiosa, Das ist: Neu Curioses Eydgenossisch-Schweitzerisches 
Hauß-Buch: Vorstellend in IV. Bücheren. I. Von dem Reben-
Bau, wie ein Wein-Reben wol Anzulegen, leichtlich zu Misten, 
wol zu Warten und schaedliche Zufaelle zu verhueten; Wie 
auch vom Wein und vielerley Wein-Kuensten, Essig, Bier [et]
c. ... 8° (180x100 mm). [6] ll., 1080 pp., [12] ll. of index. Title 
printed in black and red, folding frontispiece with title printed 
in black and red within a woodcut border showing signs of the 
zodiac and a garland of fruit, 19 text woodcuts and printer’s 
device. Contemporary vellum. Spine skillfully repaired, toned 
throughout. Basel, gedruckt und verlegt bey Emanuel König dem 
Aelteren, 1705. chf  3500

Scarce first edition of the first Swiss handbook of household economy, 
written by the Basel physician Emanuel König and published in the 
printing shop of his eponymous father. The book is based on the author’s 

own experiences and on the Pflantz-Gart, a horticultural treatise by the 
Bernese baillif and administrator of the wineries Daniel Rhagor (1577-
1648). It offers practical instructions on viticulture and winemaking (p. 
17-122), garden and field cultivation, where he proves to be a pioneer 
of modern fertilisation and the regulated crop rotation without fallow. 
Further topics are horse and livestock farming, beekeeping and poultry 
farming, birds and fishes to be found at the time in Switzerland, coffee, 
tea, chocolate and other exotic produces. The volume concludes with 
chapters on meteorolgy and how to make a barometer and hygrometer, 
the labours of the months, calculations of interest, the rules of the city 
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and marriage court of Basel, and a price list of wine and oats. The 
charming small woodcuts show scenes of labours and pleasures of the 
seasons.

References: Wimmer/Lauterbach 188; Haller I, 1096; Schoene, 
Bibliographie zur Geschichte und Kultur des Weines, 3743; cf. Kress 
2515 (1706 edition); M. Güntz, Handbuch der landwirtschaftlichen 
Litteratur, Leipzig 1897, I, p. 141

36 KRAUSE, Martin. Auswahl von 50 Gemmen-Abdrücken 
für den Unterricht in der Mythologie und die anschauliche 
Kenntniss antiker Kunst. 8° (225x155 mm). With 50 plaster 
casts. Two lithographed leaves of tables used as pastedowns. 
Contemporary prune half leather box in book form, spine gilt 
with fillets, orange lettering piece. Slipcase of marbled paper. No 
place no date (Berlin, Krause, after 1842). chf  950

Rare dactyliotheca of casts of antique gems owned by the Royal 
Museum of Berlin, serving as a teaching aid in schools and universities. 
As stated on the pastedown tables, the maker of this casts, Martin 
Krause, was “Galleriediener I. Klasse und academischer Künstler im 
Antiquarium des Königlichen Museums zu Berlin” (gallery attendant 
1st class and academic artist at the Antiquarium ...). His promotion 
to “academic artist”, especially for the skilful production of gems in 
coloured glass pastes occurred in January 1842, terminus post quem 
for the publishing of this dactyliotheca (cf. Allgemeinen Preußischen 
Staats-Zeitung, Berlin, n° 34, February 3, 1842, p. 135). 

References: H. C. Knüppel, Daktyliotheken. Konzepte einer histo-
rischen Publikationsform, Stendal 2009, p. 79; E. Zwierlein-Diehl, 
Antike Gemmen und ihr Nachleben, Berlin 2007, p. 285.

37 LE PRIEUR, J. C. (1719-c. 1790). Description d’une 
partie de la Vallée de Montmorenci, et de ses plus agréables 
jardins. Ornée de 19 [recte 26] gravures. Nouvelle Édition. 8° 
(205x127 mm). IV, 43 pp. With 26 (4 folding) plates by Marie 
de Lussy and the Countess of Albon, engraved by Lepagelet, 
Becquet, and Benoît.Late 19th century half calf gilt Edges 
slightly scuffed, minimally toned. A Tempé, et se trouve à Paris, 
chez L. Jay, 1788. chf  3500

A beautifully illustrated booklet describing the beautiful landscape 
garden in the English style of Count Claude-Camille-François d’Albon 
(1753-1789) at Franconville. The plates, after drawings of Marie de 
Lussy and the Countess of Albon herself, show a plan of the garden, 
as well as grottoes, temples, tea-houses, belvederes, pavilions, sham 
ruins, bridges and obelisks. The last plate represents the ascension of 
the balloon at Franconville of January 16, 1784, intended to study the 
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behaviour of the animals during an air trip; the passengers, two guinea 
pigs and a rabbit, were found in good health despite the cold and the 
rough landing.

There are five editions or issues of this volume between 1784 and 
1788; the three issues of 1784 with 19 plates only, and, according to 
André Vaquier (Les jardins du Comte d’Albon, in Paris et l’Ile-de-
France, Mémoires VIII, p. 253f.) the first was issued as a collection of 
plates without text under the title Vue des monumens construits dans 
les jardins de Franconville-la-Garenne, appartenans a madame la 
comtesse d’Albon, grave´s d’après ses dessins & ceux de M. de Lussi. 
In around 1785 was made a new edition with 26 plates – despite the 
title stating 19 engravings – of which the present one is a reedition. We 
can trace only a few copies of the present edition in libraries and none 
in the trade.

Provenance: “Sammlung Eck, 82L”, stamp on front endpaper.

References: Ganay, Bibliographie de l’art des jardins (1989), 117 
(«Premier édition portant le nom de l’auteur»); Cohen/de Ricci 625; 
Michaud I, 442; not in Brocket or other bibliographies on ballooning.

38 LE VAILLANT, François (1753-1824). Second voyage 
dans l’intérieur de l’Afrique, par le cap de Bonne-espérance, dans 
les années 1783, 84, et 85. [Rédigé par Casimir Varon et Pierre 
Jean-Baptiste Legrand d’Aussy d’après des notes consignées par 
l’auteur]. Two volumes 4° (250x190 mm). [2] ll., [4], XVI, 240 
pp.; [2] ll., 373, [3] pp. 22 (6 folding) plates engraved by Edme 
Bovinet, Louis-Alexandre Boutelou, Louis-François Mariage, 
Abraham Jacobsz Hulk and Amelie F. Coiny after Le Vaillant, 
all in contemporary hand-colouring. Contemporary marbled 
roan, spine gilt with two labels. Minimally rubbed. Paris, Chez 
H.J. Jansen et compagnie, l’an IVe de la République [1795/96]. 
   chf  6800

The rare quarto edition with all plates in contemporary hand-colouring. 

A classic on African travel, this second expedition includes important 
descriptions of Namaqualand, Damaralan, Bechcuanaland, and the 
Kalahari Desert. 

As to the publication Robinson states “ ... that the publisher/printer 
Jansen set out with the prior intention of producing an ordinary 
edition to satisfy the keen demand resulting from the success of the 
First Journey and of issuing a de luxe 4to edition as well – the latter 
understandably taking a little longer to complete. The plates, engraved 
by four different identifiable craftsmen, might well have been run off for 
both editions in advance.”
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The set of the twenty-two engaved plates was used for the two 
editions and the state of the plates “may vary considerably in different 
copies”. Etched after the author’s own drawings they depict members 
of various tribes, panoramic views of landscapes and exotic animals 
such as the hippotamus or the Anhinga water bird commonly referred 
to as Snakebird. The map which is found in few copies illustrating the 
voyages was sold separately and is thus not listed in the instructions to 
the binder. – The German traveller George Forster reviews Le Vaillant’s 
travel account with the following words: “Once one has opened this 

travel account, one cannot put it away unread, and during the reading 
the thread of the narrative runs so smoothly, without any hiccoughs, that 
the reader remains conscious of a sense of an indivisible spirited whole, 
as it were, from start to finish”.

References: Gay 3118; Lewin Robinson, Bibliographical Notes on 
Le Vaillant’s African Works, in: M. Bokhorst, François Le Vaillant 
– Traveller in South Africa II (1973), 134ff.; Rookmaaker, François 
Levaillant and the Birds of Africa (2004), 127f.; Rookmaaker, The 
Zoological Exploration of Southern Africa (1989), 184f.
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39 LUCIANUS SAMOSATENSIS (120-180). Opera omnia 
quae extant cum latina ... interpretatione J. Bourdelotius cum 
regiis codd. aliisque mss. contulit, emendavit, supplevit. Adjec-
tae sunt ejusdem Bourdelotii, Theodori Marcilii ... Gilberti 
Cognati notae. Cum indice locupletissimo... Jo. Bourdelotti 
[Jean Bourdelot] ad Luciani opera notae. Folio (351x230 mm). 
1158, [18], 52, [40] pp., and one leaf of privilege. Title printed 
in black and red and printer’s device in woodcut, text in two 
columns. Contemporary red morocco, covers with gilt border 
of ornate fillets, large fleurons in the corners, gilt coat of armes 
in the centre made up of individual tools, spine on six raised 
bands divided into panels, the second with the title, the rest gilt 
with ornate fillets and a heraldic figure, the edges painted with 
a trellis-work in red and blue. Slightly rubbed. Paris, Julien 
Bertault, 1615. chf  4500

A fine copy of the first edition given by Jean Bourdelot with the Greek 
and Latin texts, the life of Lucian and the editor’s annotations. Very 
estimated (Brunet), this edition was one of the sources used by Dryden 
for his The Life of Lucian. “This is a very elegant and respectable edition, 
containing the notes and observations of Mycillus, Guerinus, Marcilius, 
and Cognatus, whith some short and learned ones of Jean Bourdelot 
himself, at that time a young man. Among the sources from which the 
editor professes to have compiled his edition, are two ancient Mss. in 
the royal library at Paris; but the existence of which Faber denies in 
the most positive and direct terms; and wonders ‘at the impudence of 
the editor in imposing such a cheat on posterity’. The edition, although 
severely censured by Faber, is of some repute in the classical world ... 
“ (Dibdin). 
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The binding is most probably of French origin, but we unfortunately 
could not identify the coat of arms (in the chief a crowned lion rampant 
holding a fleur-de-lys).

Provenance: John Rolle, 1st Baron Rolle of Stevenstone (1750-1842), 
with his engraved bookplate on front paste-down.

References: Brunet III, 1207 (édition estimée); Dibdin II, 192; 
Hoffmann II, 537; Schoell, Geschichte der griechischen Litteratur 
(1830), p. 497.

40 MERIAN, Matthäus (1593-1650). La danse des morts, 
comme elle est depeinte dans la louable et celebre ville de Basle, 
pour servir d›un miroir de la nature humaine. – Todten Tanz 
wie derselbe ub der löbl. u. Welt-berühmten Stadt Basel als ein 
Spiegel menschlicher Beschaffenheit künstlich gemahlet und zu 
sehen ist... 4° (205x165mm). LIX (including title & engraved 
title), 132 pp. with 4 woodcut vignettes & 43 engravings by 
Jacques-Antony Chovin after Matthäus Merian. Contemporary 
half roan. Binding rubbed, head and foot of spine damaged. 
Thumbed and soiled throughout with some marginal tears, in 
page 65 small part of lower margin missing. Basel, J. R. Im Hof, 
1756.  chf  480

Second Basle edition in German and French with Chovin’s engravings 
after Merian’s Dance of Death suite. “It’s a fact that Chovin brought 
the Merian copper plates back to Basel, reworked them (which Merian 
already had done 100 years ago) and improved them. The Chovin 
coppers are much sharper in outline, softer in modeling, and we may 
well say they have been improved ... The reason why Im Hof came up 
with the idea of reissuing Merian’s Dance of Death was, as he writes in 

the foreword, that it had become exceedingly rare and there had been 
a great demand for this work” (Oppermann). Sales were thriving and 
other editions followed in 1759 (?) and 1789.

References: Oppermann 1128. Graesse IV, 497. Brunet III, 1650.

41 [MEYERN, Friedrich Wilhelm von (1759-1829)]. Dya-
Na-Sore oder die Wanderer. Five volumes 8° (165x103 mm). 
Frontispiece by V. Kininger engraved by Cl. Kohl, 5 engraved 
titles each with an oval vignette showing landscapes by J. 
Wertheim and 5 engraved tail-pieces by K. Ponheimer. Early 
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19th century half morocco gilt with lettering pieces. Edges 
and corners slightly scuffed, toned throughout. Leipzig, (G. J. 
Göschen, Grimma für) Schaumburg, 1800. chf  1500

A fine copy of the revised and considerably enlarged second edition. 
Dya-Na-Sore deals with the transformation of an absolutist state 
into a constitutional state of law; in the plot, which is located in a 
fantastic Orient, the positive experiences of the French Revolution 
are skilfully integrated. It describes the establishment of a Spartan-
like military government, influenced by the ideas of the Rosicrucians 
and Freemasons but also by political novels such as Johann Gottfried 
Schnabel’s Insel Felsenburg and Albrecht von Haller’s Usong. First 
published in three volumes in 1787-91 Dya-Na-Sore is Meyern’s major 
work. It is believed, that it served as an ideological source for the 
libretto of Mozart’s Magic Flute published in 1791 (cf. Peter Horwath 
in: Studies on Voltaire and the 18th Century, vol. 265 [1989], p. 1380f.).

References: Goedeke V, 460, 1; Rümann 214; Lanckoronska/Oehler 
III, 17; Wolfstieg 41514.

42 MOCQUET, Jean (1575-1616). Wunderbare Jedoch 
Gründlich- und warhaffte Geschichte und Reise Begebnisse 
In Africa, Asia, Ost- und West-Indien ... Nebst eigentlicher 
Beschreibung derer Städte, Königreiche, Inseln und Provinzen, 
wie selbige itziger Zeit annoch zu befinden, und Er ... zu Wasser 
und Lande, in Hitz und Frost, Hunger und Durst, ... in höchster 
Lebens-Gefahr, ... ganzer zwanzig Jahr, ... durchzureisen über 
sich genommen, ausgestanden und geendiget. ... Aus dem 
Französi[s]chen in Hochteutsche Sprache übersetzet und 
entdecket durch Johann Georg Schoch. 4° (206x165 mm). [30] 
ll., 632 pp. Engraved frontispiece, folding map of Jerusalem and 
10 engraved plates. Contemporary vellum, two (of four) ties. 
Lüneburg, Johann Georg Lippers, (1688). chf  4500

A fine copy of the rare first German edition of Mocquet’s Voyages en 
Afrique, Asie, Indes Orientales et Occidentales (Paris, 1616), an acount 
of his five voyages between 1601 and 1612 which led him to the west 
coast of Africa, Cape Verde, Brazil, Guyana, Cumaná, Portugal and 
Morocco, Mozambique and Goa, and Syria and Palestine. He was 
commissioned to collect rarities for the king’s cabinet and each time he 
returned, he showed the king the singular objects he had brought back, 
such as minerals, an Indian penis ring, an iguana skin, African honey in 
their pots, but also monkeys, parrots, and especially many exotic plants 
(aloes, odiferous gums, redwoods, etc.) which, if they had resisted the 
journey, were replanted in the garden of the Louvre. Mocquet is hence 
considered the initiator of the taste for exotic botany in France.

Johann Georg Schoch’s (1627-1695) rather free translation empha-
sises the exotic and adventurous character of the narrative, even by 
interpolating the gallant story of the Pines of Henry Neville’s Robinsonade 
(cf. M. Hippe, Eine vor-Defoe’sche englische Robinsonade, in Englische 

RBL 5_2-09-19.indd   39 02.09.2019   10:21:08



Studien, vol. XIX, 1894, p. 88). The rather attractively illustrated book 
is dedicated to the princes August Wilhelm and Ludwig Rudolf of 
Braunschweig-Wolfenbüttel. 

References: Alden/Landis 688/163; Sabin 49793; Borba de Moraes II, 
576; Paisey M-1177; VD17 39:131530V.

43 NAEF, August (1806-1887). Chronik oder Denkwürdig-
keiten der Stadt und Landschaft St. Gallen. Mit Jnbegriff der 
damit in Verbindung stehenden Appenzellischen Begebenheiten. 
Von der ältesten bis auf die neuere Zeit. 4° (250x200 mm). [6], 
1084 pp. With 7 plates in aquatint. Contemporary dark green 

half roan gilt. Scattered foxing. Zürich, F. Schulthess and St. 
Gallen, Scheitlin, 1867. chf  1200

A fine copy of the sole edition of this excellent manual on the history 
and culture of St. Gall and Appenzell, still a valuable work of reference. 
It was published in fifteen issues between 1850 to 1867. The plates show 
views of Rapperswil, St. Gallen (2), Sargans, Pfäfers, Werdenberg, and 
Rheinegg.

References: Barth 20030; Wäber 365.

44 PLINIUS d. J. (Gaius Plinius Caecilius Secundus, 62-
113). Epistolarum libri decem, in quibus multae habentur 
epistolae non ante impressae: cum pluribus aliis, quae proxima 
pagella indicabit. 8° (154x98 mm). [24] 591 [1] pp. Title within 
woodcut border, some woodcut initials and Cratander’s device 
by Franz Gerster. Contemporary pigskin over wooden boards 
with blind-tooling, two clasps. Slightly rubbed. Title a trifle 
cropped on the fore-edge. Insignificant marginal wormtrack in 
the last twenty leaves. Basel, (A. Cratander), 1521. chf  1800

First Basel edition of Pliny’s letters which are a unique testimony of 
Roman administrative history and everyday life in the 1st century AD. 
This is one of the first editions printed north of the Alps and is a reprint 
of Aldus’ edtion of 1508.
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The fine woodcut border after Hans Holbein was first used by Cratander 
in Erasmus’ New Testament of August 1520.

Provenance: Hugwald Dengk, contemporary inscription in ink on title 
page.

References: VD16, P-3483; Panzer VI, 229, n° 413; Hieronymus, 
Oberrheinische Buchillustration II, 369; Schweiger II, 804; Dibdin II, 
330; USTC 604737.

45 RÉAUMUR, René-Antoine Ferchault de (1645-1684). 
Mémoires pour servir à l’histoire des insectes. Six volumes 4° 
(256x183 mm). With engraved 6 head-pieces and 267 folding 
plates by Philippe Simonneau and Helene du Moustier de 
Marsigli, engraved by Filloeul, Lucas, Haussard and others. 
Contemporary speckled calf, covers with triple fillet border gilt, 

spine gilt and two labels of red morocco. Bindings slightly scuffed 
and rubbed,  joint of first volume split. Some dampstaining in the 
first volume. Paris, L’Imprimerie Royale, 1734-42. chf  3500

First edition. Réaumur’s classic work on insects appeared one volume 
at a time over the course of eight years, another seventh volume was 
virtually completed at his death but remained unprinted until the 20th 
century. “As each volume appeared, the author acknowledged in print 
the contributions of his informants and collaborators. Réaumur also 
took the opportunity to respond the critics, to correct mistakes readers 
had pointed out, and occassionally even to announce discoveries made 
by other people. Although the nicely printed books gave the appearance 
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of permanence, they were, like the work of observation and experiment 
they recorded, open to revision and correction” (Mary Terrall, p. 80). 

Réaumur, a widely trained scientist who also made major contributions 
in geometry, metallurgy, and meteorology, applied in his six large 
volumes on insects, precise observation, detailed experimentation, 
and accurate recording to phenomena as varied as social life, parasitic 
habits, and leaf-mining. All six volumes were printed in the Imprimerie 
Royale au Louvre, supervised by Jacques Anisson-Duperron, who was 
its director from 1733 to 1753.

Provenance: F.C.J. Fischer, bookplate.

References: Nissen, ZBI, 3315; Dibner, Heralds of Science, 192; 
Bernard, Histoire de l’Imprimerie Royale du Louvre (1867), pp. 173-
174; Terrall, Catching Nature in the Act (2014), 80ff.; En français 
dans le texte 145; DSB XI, pp. 327ff.; Bodenheimer, Materialien zur 
Geschichte der Entomologie bis Linné (1928/29), p. 419ff.

46 REPTON, Humphry (1752-1818). Observations on the 
theory and practice of landscape gardening. Including some 
remarks on Grecian and Gothic architecture, collected from 
various manuscripts, in the possession of the different Noblemen 
and Gentlemen. Large 4° (330x270 mm). 16, 222 pp. Stipple 
engraved portrait of the author by W. Holl after S. Shelley, 27 
engraved or aquatint plates (including 12 hand-coloured, 3 tinted, 
12 uncoloured; 12 with overslips, 1 folding, 1 double-page), 
numerous engraved, wood-engraved or aquatint vignettes and 
illustrations (2 with overslips). Contemporary English binding 
of full straight-grained green morocco over five double bands, 
with gilt decoration, double fillet and stamped foliate border on 
covers, foliate designs in spine compartments, and gilt edges 
with gauffering and contemporary fore-edge painting. London, 
Thomas Bensley for J. Taylor, at the Architectural Library, High 
Holborn, 1803. chf  24000

First edition. Exceptional copy in a fine contemporary binding with a 
fore-edge painting. Repton’s distillation of the science of landscape-
gardening, the field in which he had such impact that his name will 
be forever associated with it. The book is illustrated throughout 
with full-page and vignette aquatint illustrations, many in this copy 
with contemporary hand-colouring. In these, Repton continued the 
innovative practice he developed in the famous ‘Red Books’ he designed 
for clients, of presenting the view before and after his intervention by 
means of a flap, which when lowered gave the prospect as it would 
appear once altered. In his ‘Advertisement’ or introduction, Repton 
notes that the illustrations are ‘facsimiles of my sketches in the original 
Red Books’ and makes reference to recent advances in the colouring of 
plates ‘in imitation of drawings’, paying his respects to a Mr Clarke for 
the colouring ‘under whose directions a number of children have been 
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employed to enrich this volume’. He summarizes his ‘fixed Principles’ 
as follows: ‘First, it must display the natural beauties and hide the 
defects of every situation. Secondly, it should give the appearance of 
extent and freedom by carefully disguising or hiding the boundary. 
Thirdly it must studiously conceal every interference of art. Fourthly, 
all objects of mere convenience or comfort, if incapable of being made 
ornamental, or of becoming proper parts of the general scenery, must be 
removed or concealed.’

The fore-edge painting shows a ruined abbey (possibly Bolton Abbey 
in Yorkshire).

Provenance: J.B. Garforth (Skipton, Yorkshire) ms. owner’s entry on 
title; monogram WA gilt-stamped on front cover and inner pastedown; 
Oswell Macleay, with his bookplate.

References: Abbey, Scenery of Great Britain and Ireland in aquatint 
and lithography, 390; Tooley 399.
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47 RING, Maximilian von (1799-1873). Vues pittoresques 
des vieux chateaux de l’Allemagne. Le Grand-Duché de Bade. 
Avec texte historique et descriptif. Partie méridionale: De la 
vallé de Kintzig au Lac de Constance. – Partie septentrionale. De 
la valle de Kintzig au Mein. Two volumes folio (544x350 mm). 
[2] ll., 76 pp.; [2] ll., 71, [1] pp. With 2 frontispieces and 52 
plates in lithography. Contemporary half buckram with printed 
wrappers mounted on front cover. Entirely untrimmed. Bindings 
slightly sunned, bottom edge of first volume with small flaw, 
foxed and slightly browned in places. Strasbourg, F. G. Levrault, 
1829.  chf  4800

First edition. A superbly illustrated work with impressive large-format 
lithographs of the castles between the Main and Lake Constance and 

especially those of the Grand Duchy of Baden. During the period of 
Romanticism, castles aroused increased attention as witnesses of the 
Middle Ages and monuments of German history. The Strasbourg 
archaeologist and draftsman Maximilian von Ring, does not only 
document the best-known castles and ruins such as Ortenberg, Rötteln, 
Hochburg, and Heidelberg Castle, but also secluded ones and those 
which passed into oblivion. These were the only volumes published of a 
planned series on castles throughout Germany. Maximilian von Ring’s 
original drawings, which are today kept in the Augustinermuseum 
in Freiburg, were transferred onto stone by the Mulhouse pioneer of 
lithographic publishing, Gottfried Engelmann (1788-1839), a pupil of 
Alois Senefelder.

Provenance: S. J. Musée des Beaux-Arts, stamp on front cover of 
bindings.
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References: Lautenschlager, Bibliographie der Badischen Geschichte 
II/2, n° 18867; Schefold, Alte Ansichten aus Baden (1971), 300; Graesse 
VI, 127; cf. Max Schefolds, his introduction to the reedition of 1980.

48 ROBIN, Charles-Philippe (1821-1885). Histoire naturelle 
des végétaux parasites qui croissent sur l’homme et les animaux 
vivants. Avec un atlas de 15 planches gravées, en partie coloriées. 
Text volume and atlas 8° (213x130 mm) and 4° (256x167 mm). 
XVI, 702 pp. and one leaf of errata and atlas volume of 28 
pp., 15 engraved plates (7 coloured) and 16 pp. of publisher’s 
advertisements. Conteporary green half roan gilt. Paris, J.-B. 
Baillière, 1853. chf  350

First edition. The morphology of various vegetable parasites is the main 
work of the French mycologist Charles-Philippe Robin, the leading 
proponent of the Société de Biologie. Complete with the rare atlas of 
microbiology.

References: Stafleu/Cowan IV, 9278; Pritzel 7669; Cat. Linnean 
Society, 654; Hirsch/H. IV, 839.

49 SIEBER, Franz Wilhelm (1789-1844). Reise nach der 
Insel Kreta im griechischen Archipelagus im Jahre 1817. Two 
volumes 8° (220x135 mm). [2] ll., XXII, 548; IV, 328 pp. 14 
engraved plates and maps, 3 folding, all engraved by Stoelzel and 
Döbel. Contemporary half calf, spine gilt and with monogram 
CL at head and the imprint “Leipzig 1823” at foot, each volume 
with two green lettering pieces. Corners scuffed, toned in places.
Leipzig and Sorau, Friedrich Fleischer, 1823. chf  3800

First edition. A charming copy which belonged to Archduke Carl 
Ludwig of Austria, duke of Teschen, adoptive son of Albert of Saxony-
Teschen.

The “main work of the botanical researcher, which is characterised by 
valuable observations” (ADB XXXIV, 177). The first volume contains 
the actual travelogue with information on the topography of the island 
and the inhabitants with their customs and uses. The second volume 
contains Sieber’s observations on natural history (especially on botany) 
as well as chapters on diseases, religion, history, art and science. The 
Prague explorer Franz Wilhelm Sieber rendered great service to botany 
by publishing extensive herbaria. 

On his many travels, he brought together amazingly rich collections 
of plants, animals and ethnographic objects. The beautiful engravings 
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show, among others, various costumes, 
native plants, views of localities and 
landscapes, and a plan of the labyrinth of 
Gortyne. With the mostly missing series 
title in volume I.

Provenance: Archduke Carl Ludwig of 
Austria, duke of Teschen, (1771-1847), 
with his intials CL on the spine.

References: Engelmann I, 379; 
Stafleu-Cowan 11.942; Henze V, p. 
152f.; Igersheim, Kreta: auf den Spuren 
des böhmischen Naturforschers und 
Reisenden F. W. Sieber (2010), p. 17ff.; 
Dietrich, F. W. Sieber, ein Beitrag zur 
Geschichte der Botanik vor sechzig 
Jahren, in Jahrbuch des Königlichen 
botanischen Museums [Berlin], vol. I 
(1881), p. 278ff; cf. Blackmer 1542.

50 SWAMMERDAM, Jan (1637-1680). The Book of Nature, 
or the History of Insects: Reduced to distinct classes, confirmed 
by particular instances, displayed in the anatomical analysis of 
many species ... With the life of the author, by Herman Boerhaave. 
Translated from the Dutch and Latin original edition, by Thomas 
Flloyd. Revised and improved by notes from Reaumur and others 
by John Hill. Folio (400x245 mm). [6], xx, [6], 236; 153, lxiii, 
[12]pp. 53 engraved plates. Contemporary speckled calf, back 
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on five raised bands and elaboratly gilt. Joints strengthened, the 
plates somewhat foxed. London, Christlieb Gottreich Seyffert, 
1758.  chf  2800

First English edition. The manuscript of Swammerdam’s celebrated 
entomological work remained in private French hands until 1727 when 
the famous Dutch physician and botanist Herman Boerhaave (1668-
1738) was able to buy it. Ten years later he finally published the work 
as Bybel der natuure – Biblia Naturae; sive historia insectorum with 
parallel text in Dutch and Latin. “A magnificent folio work which 
contains perhaps the finest collections of microscopic studies ever 
produced by a single observer” (Dance, The Art of Natural History, 
p. 183). For this English version the editor John Hill (1716-1775), a 
committed publicist, physician, apothecary, botanist and novelist, 
reissued also Boerhaave’s important biography of the author and the 
Latin panegyric of Swammerdam’s best friend in Amsterdam, the 
physician Mattheus Sladus (1628-1689). The German bookseller 
Christlieb Gottreich Seyffert, active in London since 1757, published 
the expensive work on subscription. All the 53 plates of the original 
edition were accurately copied and etched by the Hamburg born 
engraver Johann Christian Gottfried Fritsch (1720-1802). Hill dedicated 
the edition to the president of the Royal Society, George Parker, 2nd 
Earl of Macclesfield (1695-1764). 

Provenance: Bookplate of the Chiswick House library.

References: Nissen, ZBI, 4057; Darmstaedter 35f.; cf. Dibner, Heralds 
of Science, 191; Norman 2037; Lindeboom, Boerhaave, 568.

RBL 5_2-09-19.indd   47 02.09.2019   10:21:39



51 TAULER, Johannes (c. 1300-1361). Predigt, fast frucht-
bar zu eim recht christlichen leben. Deren Predigen gar nah 
hie in diesem Buch des halbtheyls meer sind den in andern 
vorgetruckten bücheren ... Folio. [20], 318 ll. Title within 
woodcut border, numerous black-ground initials. Contemporary 
pigskin over wooden boards with blind-tooling, back on four 
raised bands, one (of two) clasps. Binding somewhat scuffed. 
Dampstained throughout, flawed at top corner and some leaves 
frayed at the beginning end of volume. Basel, (Adam Petri for 
Johann Rynmann, August), 1521. chf  1200

First revised and considerably enlarged edition – the third in all – of the 
sermons (the only remaining works) of Johannes Tauler, a Strasburg 
Dominican, a disciple of Meister Eckhart, and one of the greatest 
mystics and preachers of the Middle Ages. Tauler was one of Luther’s 
most favourite authors.

Preceded by the first Leipzig edition of 1498 and its Augsburg reprint 
of 1508 the present first Basle edition – a second one followed in 1522 
– is enlarged with fourty additional sermons. The preface is written 
by the Basel printer Adam Petri (1454-1527) saying that the sermons 
“have been more recently discovered and collected with great care and 
diligence. Although there may be a doubt about some of them, let not 
that offend thee, for it is certain that they have been written by a right 
learned man of that age, and are all based on one foundation, namely, 
true self-surrender and the preparation of the spirit for God”. The 
sermons on leaf 242f. are those of Meister Eckhart, whose text were 
only published at the time within the editions of Tauler’s sermons. Of 
this Basel edition it should be noted that it was issued in the interests of 
the Reformation. Tauler preached these sermons in German throughout 
the Rhineland, teaching such mystical doctrines as the birth of the 
eternal Word in the soul, which he had learned from Meister Eckhart. 
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The edition also includes at the beginning a biography of Tauler drawn 
from materials of Johannes Trithemius (1462-1516), Benedictine monk 
of Sponheim, and encyclopedic cataloguer of medieval theological 
literature. The fine woodcut border with the Evangelists is by Hans 
Holbein the Younger (Müller, Holbein n° 12), first used in Petri’s works 
of Ambrosius of 1516.

Despite its poor state of preservation, a very interesting volume with 
many marks and annotations by at least three different hands in brown 
and red ink, of which one being those of the first owner Hieronymus 
Werner. 

Provenance: Hieronymus Werner, with his ms. name entry and the 
price, dated 1521; N. J. Wasserschleben, ms. name on title (18th 
century); 19th century stamp of a princely library (hardly legible); 
unidentified modern owner’s stamp on front paste-down.

References: VD 16 J-784; Hieronymus, Petri, 56; STC, (German), 
850; Stickelberger 728; Goedeke I, 210, 5; Hollstein, German XIV, Nr. 
11; G. Hofmann, Literaturgesch. Grundlagen zur Tauler-Forschung, in: 
Filthaut, Joh. Tauler. Ein deutscher Mystiker (1961), S. 474.

52 TROXLER, Ignaz Paul Vital (1780-1866). Blicke in 
das Wesen des Menschen. 8° (203x224 mm). X, 259, [1] pp. 
Contemporary boards. Aarau, Sauerländer, 1812. chf  450

First edition of Troxler’s early work, in which he breaks with 
Schelling’s philosophy of nature and develops his own anthropology, 
which primarily influenced the anthroposophists. A child of the late 
Enlightenment and a critical observer of the degeneration of the 
revolutionary impulse in his native Switzerland during the Helvetic 
Republic as well as of the misguided efforts to restore the old order after 
1815, Troxler fervently supported the integration of the constitutional 

principles of the United States of America into the Swiss Constitution 
and eventually succeeded in 1848 after a press campaign that lasted for 
more than fifteen years. 

References: Wildermuth, Die Philosophie J. P. V. Troxlers in: 
Kuratiorium Troxler. Protokolle, Vorträge Gutachten (1968), p. 7; 
Hirsch VI, 18; Ziegenfuss II, 748; ADB XXXVIII, 667.

53 VIOLLET-LE-DUC, Eugène Emmanuel (1814-1879). 
Dictionnaire raisonné de l’architecture Française du XIe au XVIe 
siècle. Ten volumes 8° (245x155 mm). With an engraved portait 
of the author and more than three thousand woodcuts in the text. 
Contemporary half shagreen gilt. Some corners bumped, wear to 
edges, crease mark on front cover of volume three. Some foxing. 
Paris, A. Morel & Cie, 1875. chf  850

RBL 5_2-09-19.indd   49 02.09.2019   10:21:42



The great architectural encyclopaedia of the 19th century linking the 
revivalism of the Romantic period to 20th-century Functionalism. 
Containing exact structural information and extensive design analysis, 
the work “provided the vital visual and intellectual inspiration required 
to sustain the Gothic Revival movement ... [Viollet-le-Duc] envisaged a 
rational architecture for the 19th century based on the coherent system of 
construction and composition that he had observed in Gothic architecture 
but that would in no way imitate its forms and details. Architecture, he 
thought, should be a direct expression of current materials, technology, 
and functional needs. Ironically, he was unable to accept the challenge 
of his own ideas, for both he and his French disciples continued to 
design buildings in eclectic styles” (Encyclopaedia Britannica). – The 
first edition apeared 1854-1868.

Viollet-le-Duc restored many prominent medieval landmarks in France, 
such as Vézelay Abbey, the Sainte-Chapelle, the cathedrals of Saint-
Denis, Amiens, and Notre-Dame in Paris, especiall its façade, the 
Treasury and the spire which was destroyed by fire in April 2019.

First Systematic Application of Trigonometry to Surveying

54 VOIGTEL, Nicolaus (1658-1714). Vermehrte Geometria 
Subterranea, oder Marckscheide-Kunst, darinnen gelehret wird, 
Wie auff Bergwercken alle Klüffte und Gänge in Grund und an 
Tage gebracht, und solche von einander unterschieden werden 
sollen; so wohl Was bey Durchschlägen in Ersparung Kosten, 
... mit zu beobachten ; Item, Wie Streitigkeiten, ... dem Maaße 
nach auseinander zu setzen ... , zum andern mahl herausgegeben. 
Folio (345x213 mm). [4] ll., 228 pp. With title and 10 double 
page plates engraved by Christian Romstedt.Contemporary 
vellum. Somewhat stained, spine damaged, foxed, some plates 
wrinkled and frayed. Eisleben, Gottfried Andreas Leg, 1713.  
   chf  900

Geometria Subterranea is one of the earliest books on mine engineering 
that contains extensive descriptions of the most up-to-date methods of 
underground surveying and offers the first systematic application of 
trigonometry to surveying. First published at Eisleben in 1686, it was 
reissued as Perfectionirte Geometria subterranea in 1688, 1689, 1691, 
1692, 1693. 

References: Hoover Collection 839; vgl. Poggendorff II, 1226; Libri 
Rari 293; Sotheran 14257.
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55 WETZEL, Johann Jakob (1781-1834). Voyage pittores-
que au Lac des Waldstettes ou des IV cantons. Folio (467x313 
mm). [14] ll. and 11 (instead of only 10) plates by Wetzel, etched 
in aquatint by Franz Hegi (1-7) and Johann Hürlimann (8-11), all 
in contemporary hand-colouring and hightened with gum Arabic. 
Original boards with recent morocco spine and corners. 
Completely untrimmed. Text slightly foxed as usual. Zürich, 
Chez Orell, Fussli et Compagnie, 1817. chf  18000

First edition of this most beautiful album of Lake Lucerne with the large 
and extremely decorative views in vibrant colours. They show Lucerne, 
Meggenhorn, Winkel, Alpnach, Stansstad, Beckenried, Gersau, 
Brunnen, Brunnen, and Flüelen with a supplementary plate showing 
Tell’s Chapel. Designed by Wetzel, the plates were etched by Franz 
Hegi (1774-1850) and Johann Hürlimann (1793-1850), two of the best 
Swiss engravers of the time.

Provenance: Count Michal Wandalin Mniszech, with his engraved 
armorial bookplate.

References: Lonchamp 3182; Appenzeller 214-223; J. J. Wetzel. 
Leben, Werk und Wirken (Kat. 21 der Galerie Kempf, Zürich [1988]), 
S. 24 u.a.; vgl. Brun III, S. 492f., Nr. 1 (nur Ausgabe von 1820) und 14 
(Chapelle de Tell). 

56 WETZEL, Johann Jakob (1781-1834). Voyage pittoresque 
aux lacs de Zurich, Zoug, Lowerz, Egeri et Wallenstadt. Folio 
(358x305 mm). 48 pages of text and 10 hand-coloured aquatint 
plates by Franz Hegi. Original boards with recent morocco spine 
and corners. Completely untrimmed. Text slightly foxed as 
usual. Zürich, Orell, Fussli et compagnie, 1819. chf  18000

First edition of this most beautiful album with the large and extremely 
decorative views in vibrant colours showing the lakes of Zurich (4), 
Walensee (2), Zug, Lauerz and Aegeri. 

References: Appenzeller 224-233; Lonchamp 3184; Wäber 307; Brun 
III, 492, n° 2.

57 WOLFF, Johann (1537-1600). Lectionum memorabilium 
et reconditarum centenarii XVI. Habet hic lector doctorum 
ecclesiae, vatum, politicorum, philosophorum, historicum, 
aliorumque sapientum & eruditorum pia, gravia, mira, arcana, 
& stupenda; iucunda simul & utilia, dicta, scripta, atque facta; 
Vaticinia item vota, omnia, mysteria, hieroglyphica, miracula, 
visiones, antiquitates, monumenta, testimonia, exempla vir-
tutum, vitiorum, abusuum; typos insuper, picturas, atque ima-
gines: Sed et ipsius coeli ac naturae horrenda signa, ostenta, 
monstra, atque portenta: His interiuncti sunt quoque omnes sacri 
prophanique ordines ... Two parts and index in two volumes 
folio (330x200 mm). [18] ll., 1012; [10], 1074 pp., blank leaf, 
[72] ll. Each volume with the title within a large woodcut 
border and a portait of the author on the back, and over 400 text 
woodcuts (with some repeats) by Jost Amman, Jakob Lederlein 
and others. Contemporary vellum with penned title and numbers 
on spine, ties gone. Binding slightly soiled, fore-edge of covers 
partially chafed, small splits in the joints, some browning and 
foxing. A few woodcuts partially coloured in green. Lauingen, 
L. Rheinmichel, 1600 and 1608. chf  3800

First edition of the most substantial and popular chronicle of the 
time. Written by the German jurist Johann Wolf, it reports, year after 
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year, the facts and events worthy of being retained since the birth of 
Christ. The author brings together both historical facts and wonders. 
Inspired by 16th century authors, such as Ambroise Paré with his Des 
monstres et prodiges, Pierre Boaistuau with his Histoires prodigieuse, 
or Lycosthenes with his Prodigiorum ac ostentorum chronicon, he is 
particularly interested in these prodigious phenomena; thus, the ‘monk-
fish’ appears here side by side with the no less famous monster of 
Ravenna. But Wolf’s Lectionum memorabilium is not just a collection 
of memorable facts, it is also a propaganda tool in the context of 
religious quarrels. The author, a Protestant, uses the chronicle to 
reinterpret events as prophecies of the advent of Luther and sharply 
criticises the Catholic Church. Thus, the monster of Ravenna, born in 
1511, becomes the symbol of the vices of Italy: its fickleness suggested 
by the wings, the greed represented by the raptor’s claws, and finally 
the lust symbolized by the double sex of the monster. Wolf applies the 
same procedure in the metamorphosis of a man into a beast in order to 
criticise the deviance of the Catholic clergy. According to Wolf, one 
must turn towards Christ again in order to be spared by war. At the same 
time a collection of extraordinary phenomena – much appreciated at 
the time – and a lively critique of the Catholic Church, Johann Wolf’s 
Lectionum memorabilium is a reflection on his time and the religious 
quarrels that have upset Europe.

The illustration uses over four hundred woodcuts from various sources 
including many from Ammans book on costumes of the clergy, as well as 
a series of satirical woodcuts by Jakob Lederlein, illustrating numerous 
scandalous anecdotes about the church, and a series of emblems by an 
unknown artist. Noteworthy is Lederlein’s title border featuring nine 
medallions with religious and mythological emblems, and, of central 
importance, the astrological ‘Rota Iochimi’.

Provenance: Johannes Nehrlich (?), pastor in Mühlberg, inscription on 
title page of first volume, dated 1641.

References: Bucher, Lauingen 333; Adams, W 236 and 237; Graesse 
VIII, 469; Brunet V, 1472; Becker, Amman 131; Caillet 11469.
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58 WOOD, William (1774-1857). Index testaceologicus; or A 
Catalogue of Shells, British and Foreign, arranged according to 
the Linnean System; with the Latin and English names, references 
to authors, and places where to found. – [And:] Supplement to 
the Index Testaceologicus; Or a Catalogue of Shells. Two works 
in one vol. 8° (198x127 mm). XXXII (recte XXXIV), 188, [3]; 
IV pp., [1] l., 59, [1], 34 pp. With 46 hand-coloured engraved 
plates.Contemporary red morocco gilt, all edges gilt. London, 
(Richard Taylor for) W. Wood, 1825-1828. chf  1800

The reissue of the first edition of 1818 with a new preface of Wood’s 
work on the classification of mollusks and shells. “Throughout the first 
quarter of the 19th century books on shells ... still appeared in Linnean 
guise; the best known of them were Wood’s General conchology and 
Index Testaceologicus ... Even in the second edition of his Index, 

published in 1828, William Wood adhered to the Linnaean system, 
well aware that its defects had been recognised by most competent 
conchologists; and his Preface he said, ‘it still remains to be proved 
whether the present innovators had not better have trusted to the 
Linnaean method, with such additions and divisions as its great author 
might be supposed to have made had he now been living’. Nevertheless, 
with obvious reluctance, he decided ‘in some measure to accomodate 
those who have adopted the French arrangement’ by providing a table 
equating the Linnaean and Lamarckian genera” (Dance).

A fine copy in a contemporary binding of red morocco.

References: Nissen, ZBI, 4459; Dance, A History of Shell Collecting 
(1986), 83f.; Savage, Cat. of the Printed Books and Pamphlets in the 
Library of the Linnean Society of London (1925), 835; Oxford DNB 
LX, 152.

59 XENOPHON (430-355 BC). Opera, qvae qvidem extant, 
omnia, tam graeca qvam latina hominum doctissimorum 
diligentia, partim iam olim, partim nunc primum latinitate 
donata, ac multo accuratius quàm antea recognita. Quorum 
catalogum versa pagella demonstrabit. Adiecimus historiarum 
et rerum memoratu dignarum Indicem locupletißimum. Folio 
(320x205 mm). [14] ll., 678, pp. without the last blank leaf. Text 
in two columns in Greek and Latin, numerous woodcut initials. 
Mid-17th century French fawn calf profusely gilt, covers with 
a dentelle border surrounding a laterally open panel with an 
intricate pattern of volutes, fleurons and curved fillets, back on 
five raised bands, panels with volutes and fleurons, the second 
with lettering. Pastedowns of marbled paper, endpapers plain, all 
edges gilt. Some insignificant abrasions to the binding, head with 
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a very small split. Somewhat dampstained throughout at foot of 
the volume, title creased and strengthened in the fold, paper flaw 
to page 661 (no loss of text). Basel, Nicolaus Brylinger, 1545.  
   chf  2400

The first Basel printing of Xenophon’s works in Greek (only preceeded 
by the 1516 Giunta edition) and the first bilingual edition published by 
the lecturer in medicine and rector of the Basel university, Alban Thorer, 
and dedicated to Morelet de Museau, seigneur de Marcheferrière (c. 
1500-1552), French envoy to the Swiss Confederacy; he was a protestant 
refugee who settled in Basel and became well acquainted with Erasmus. 
Other than the classic versions by Filelfo, Pirckheimer, Bessarion, 
Volterrano, Aretino, Erasmus etc., this edition contains first printings 
of new translations such as De re equestri by Joachim Camerarius, 
Poroi, Hipparchikos, and Symposion by by the Lausanne philologist 
Jean Ribit, and De Athenensium republica by Sebastian Castellio, one 
of his first philological works produced in Basel. We have no doubt that 
Castellio was involved as a co-editor of the Brylinger edition of the 
opera since his translation is the only one with marginalia on the textual 
transmission, and because he was the editor of the two-volume Greek 
edition published by Isengrin the same year.

A fine copy in a richly decorated French binding of the seventeenth 
century.

Provenance: H. Houyvet, with his bookplate on front paste-down. 
Front endpaper with a note “sept livres” contemporary to the binding 
and unidentified modern owner’s stamp, the rear with the number 123 
and two bars in brown ink.

References: Adams X-7; Graesse VI/2, 483; Hieronymus, Griechischer 
Geist aus Basler Pressen, n° 145; USTC 606421; VD16 X 4.
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60 ZWINGER, Theodor III (1658-1724). Theatrum 
botanicum, Das ist: Vollkommenes Kräuter-Buch ... auf das 
Neue übersehen, und mit vielen Beschreibungen und Figuren 
der Kräuter vermehret durch Friedrich Zwinger.Folio. [8] ll. 
incl. frontispiece, 1216 pp., [28] ll. of index. With a frontispiece 
by G. de Lairesse engraved on copper by I. v. Munnichhuysen 
and 1215 woodcuts of plants in the text. As often, without the 
author’s portrait. Contemporary blind-tooled pigskin over 
wooden boards, two brass clasps. Binding slightly rubbed, 
minimally toned, small stain on upper margin in pp. 366-693. 
Basel, H. J. Bischoff, 1744. chf  4200

Theatrum botanicum is based on the 1678 German edition by Verzascha 
of Mattioli’s very successful Herbal, Commentarii in libros sex pedacii 
Dioscoridis Anazarbei (1544 and first ill. edition 1554). For his part, the 
Basel physician and professor of botany, Theodor Zwinger, published 
his Theatrum Botanicum in 1696, a “more than half augmented” edition 
of Verzascha’s publication, including a pharmacological part and 
describing new active agent combinations of the plants. The present 
edition of 1744 was prepared by Theodor Zwinger’s son Friedrich 
(1707-1776), court physician to the marquess of Baden-Durlach. He 
enriched his father’s work with the description of trees and perennials 
and of the rarest plants in the gardens of Durlach. It also contains 
information on consumables such as tobacco, coffee and chocolate (see 
Mueller, Kakao, I, 46). – A fine copy. – See also ill. on frontispiece.

References: Nissen BBI, 1311. Pritzel 10532. Hirsch/H. V, 1057. 
Schmid, Alte Kräuterbücher 60f.
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